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SUPPORTING CHURCH, EXEMPTING RELIGION. 
TAX LAW ON CHURCH, RELIGION, PHILOSOPHICAL  

AND NON-CONFESSIONAL ORGANISATIONS IN DENMARK
niels valdemar vinding

University of Copenhagen

I.  Brief introduCtion

The legal framework of religion in Denmark may arguably be seen as hierarchical 
in three tiers, following the hierarchy legal sources that regulate the relation to the 
State. At the top of the hierarchy and with the closest relation to the state, we find the 
Church of Denmark, which is promised establishment in the Danish Constitutional 
Act of 1849, revised in 1953. 1 Although Parliamentary legislation does regulate the 
Church, a ‘constitution’ or act of establishment was never agreed upon.

However, as per Article 4 of the constitution – “The Evangelical Lutheran Church 
shall be the Established Church of Denmark, and as such shall be supported by the 
State” – the State is committed to supporting the Church. 2 Furthermore, its clergy 
are public servants and the State collects church taxes. Not just in constitutional pro-
visions, but also in a lot of subsequent legislation, Parliament regulates the general, 
public law for the Church as well as the specific regulations for church finances, 
building, employment, organisation and so on.

Second in the hierarchy of State and religion relations are the bulk of the recog-
nised religious communities, which includes Islamic communities. These are now 
regulated under the Act on the Religious Communities outside the Church of Denmark 
(2018), which also has a number of clear provision for regulation of the finances of 
the religious communities. This is partially part of a new regime of recognition for 
religious communities outside the Church of Denmark, but also part of recent efforts 
to limit foreign influx of funds and increase transparency. 

1  For a fuller discussion of the three hierarchical levels in Danish regulation of religion, see 
Vejrup Nielsen, 2012. 

2  Please note that as a shorthand, I use Church of Denmark interchangeably with Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Denmark, which I consider the correct name. 
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Many religious communities do not actively seek recognition and are therefore 
not included in the second category and thus relegated to a third category of those 
communities who either do not live up to the standards of recognition or exercise their 
freedom not to apply for recognition. This category “includes all religious activity that 
does not enter into formalised relations to the State and is regulated only by general 
laws…” (Vejrup Nielsen, 2012, p. 45). 

I.  workshop i: inCome tax of reLigious organisations and for phiLosophiCaL 
and non-ConfessionaL organisations 3 

1. Church of Denmark

As regards income tax of religious organisations in Denmark, and following the 
three-tier structure, the legal frame for supporting the Church of Denmark is drawn 
from Article 4 of the constitution. Subsequent legislation and ministerial administra-
tive practice further elaborate on the question of taxes for the Church of Denmark. 4 

The drafting and preparatory works for the constitution from the years before 
1849 sheds some light on the matter. The key idea of a church of the people, accentu-
ating the literal name for the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Denmark, presumes that 
the majority of the people are members of the church and confess the Evangelical-Lu-
theran faith. This was of course the case in 1849, with almost 100% membership, but 
in 2019, the number is less than 75% (Vinding, 2019). There are a number of reasons 
for this, in particular, a rising number of individuals of no religion, but also other re-
ligious groups make up the difference. In this instance, also the approximate 260,000 
Muslims in Denmark, which is just over 4.5 percent of the population (Jacobsen and 
Vinding, 2020). Scholars and legal experts have speculated that if – or when – such 
a majority of the population are not members of the church, it would cease to exist 
as the Danish People’s Church as per this majority assumption. This would mean 
that the State is no longer obligated to support it; neither financially nor otherwise, 
effectively ending any prospect of proper establishment (Gammeltoft Hansen, 2006, 
in Zahle, 2006, p. 137).

Until such demographics change – or the political support for the Church of Den-
mark disappears – the Danish State is obliged to support the Church of Denmark, and 
it does so in two ways: (i) it supports the Church of Denmark financially directly, and 

3  Parts of this overall workshop section are drawn from vinding, N. V. (2020). Annotated Legal 
Documents on Islam in Europe: Denmark. Leiden: Brill., from https://brill.com/view/title/24750.

4  For a thorough discussion and empirical research, cf. vinding, N.V, & christoffersen, L., 
(2012), Danish Regulation of Religion, State of Affairs, and Qualitative Reflections, Publications from 
the Faculty of Theology, No. 36, University of Copenhagen, especially chapter 6 on State Support to 
Religions in Denmark.
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(ii) it collects the church taxes on the national tax forms as a unique service provided 
to no other religious community. 

(i) State Support to the Church of Denmark

In the constitutional law regarding Article 4 of the constitution, there is not en-
tire certainty as to the origins of the State support for the church. The predominant 
interpretation is that it is reparations for the seizure of the church estates after the 
Danish Reformation in 1536. Lands and estates were seized by the new Lutheran 
King, Christian III who quickly realised that he would need to support the living of 
the clergy and the upkeep and maintenance of the institutions and buildings of the 
church. Another interpretation, which explains why such practice of support is still 
the law of the land, argues that State support is remuneration for services rendered. 
Priests of the Church of Denmark are charged with naming and registrations of birth, 
as well as maintaining cemeteries and church estates. In fulfilling such services, the 
priests are public officials and paid for their services. 

Five bodies are in charge of the finances of the Church of Denmark; Parliament, 
the Minister of Ecclesiastical Affairs, the Dioceses, the Deaneries and the Parishes. 
The size of State support is decided by Parliament in consultation with the Ministry 
and is regulated every year in Article 22 on the National Budget Act. 

In recent information material (2019), the Ministry of Ecclesiastical Affairs 
presented the finances of the Church of Denmark, and of a budget of 8.5 bn DKK 
(=1.14 bn EUR), the funding from the National State Budget is 800 mn DKK (=107 
mn EUR), or less than 10% of the income of the Church of Denmark.

The largest portion of State support is used to cover 40 percent of wages for cler-
gy as well as the full cost of pensions for retired clergy. At the same time, the number 
of clerical positions in the Church of Denmark is determined by the National Budget 
Act, where the finances are shared between the State and so-called Fællesfonden, the 
Common Fund of the Church of Denmark.

(ii) Collection of Taxes for the Church of Denmark

The collection of church taxes is done on the public tax returns; the Minister of 
Ecclesiastical Affairs does this, as regulated by the Act on the Finances of the Church 
of Denmark. Here, the tax rate is set by the minister in consultation and after input 
from the church and varies from parish to parish. 

According to Article 15, section 2 of the Act on the Finances of the Church of 
Denmark, “It is the Minister for Ecclesiastical Affairs who gives the budget for the 
Common Fund” and in Article 15, section 3, “The size of the National Church Tax is 
affixed by the Minister for Ecclesiastical Affairs.” Thus, explicitly the Minister for 
Ecclesiastical Affairs has the power to decide how to use the common fund, except 
for where the National Budget decides the pay for clergy. There is no ecclesiastical 
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authority or body which by law has the power to decide on or legal right to influence 
the budget of the common fund. Through executive order, the Minister has decided 
that there must be one budget advisory group which advises the minister on the budget 
of the common fund and the national church tax (Nepper-Christensen). 

Most of the funding from the Church tax goes to the local parish churches and is 
used for all sorts of regular maintenance and pay for non-clergy staff, and so forth, 
totaling 77 percent of the funding of the church. A significant amount of funding – 14 
percent – goes to the Common Fund, and here funds the administration of the dio-
ceses, additional pastoral training and education, IT services, equalisation between 
poorer and richer parishes, and other minor expenses.

2. Other Religious Communities

Regarding other religious communities, the legal State of affairs is a little simpler, 
although the courts have needed to decide on questions of equality, the unconstitu-
tionality of State support and freedom of religion. 5 Again, here it is worth noting that 
while this is highly and specifically relevant to Islamic communities and Muslims in 
Denmark, they are, however, never explicitly highlighted in the legislation. 

Religious communities who wish to be recognised by the ministry to perform 
marriages with civil legal validity must apply and adhere to standards and criteria, 
which is the material basis of the recognition. Act on Religious Communities outside 
the Church of Denmark, which came into force on January 1, 2018, states that

“Article 7. A religious community may be registered as a recognised religious community

...

Section 7. [Include] latest financial statements, which must be audited and give a true and fair 
view of the financial situation of the faith community. “

Furthermore, the law states that;
Article 21. Every year a recognised religious community must prepare and submit the latest 
annual accounts to the Ministry of the Ecclesiastical Affairs for publication on the website 
of the Faith Society.

Subsection 2. The Minister of Ecclesiastical Affairs shall lay down detailed rules on the 
preparation, auditing, submission, publication, etc., including on the use of the digital solution 
provided by the Ministry of Ecclesiastical Affairs (digital self-service), and deadlines for this.

5  Case in point is U2008.342 H, where an independent group of Romans Catholics argued un-
constitutionality and violation of international human rights in the current system of State support for 
the Church of Denmark. Discussed in Vinding & Christoffersen, p. 99. 
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Article 22. If a recognised religious community no longer fulfils the conditions for recog-
nition, or if the religious community fails to fulfil the obligations laid down in this Act, the 
Minister of Ecclesiastical Affairs may revoke the recognition.

Subsection 2. If the religious community has shown fraud in the failure to fulfil the stipu-
lated obligations, the Minister of the Church shall revoke the recognition of the religious 
community.

Subsection 3. In cases other than those referred to in paragraph 1. 2, the religious community 
shall have a maximum period of six months to remedy the failure to fulfil the obligations of 
the religious community, if such remedy is possible. “

Beyond the Act on Religious Communities outside the Church of Denmark 
(2018), it is interesting that the institutions of the Church of Denmark as well as 
religious communities are exempt from the Foundations Act, which means that rules 
and regulations regarding articles of association, leadership, accounting and account-
ability do not apply. 

The Foundations Act 6

(LBK nr 938 af 20/09/2012) 

Chapter 1

Scope of the Act

§ 1. Chapter 1–12 of the Act applies to foundations, grants, endowments and other self-gov-
erning institutions (foundations).

Subsection 2. The law does not include:

1) foundations established by or under law or by international agreement between Denmark 
and another State and which are supervised by one of the States

2) foundations with which a municipality or region has entered into an agreement to fulfil 
the obligations of the municipality or region under the Social Services Act, if the fund does 
not perform other tasks

3) the self-governing institutions of the Church of Denmark, religious communities and 
approved educational institutions, if the fund does not carry out other tasks besides its main 
purpose.

Also, in the Act on Corporation Tax, corresponding to the provisions above, 
religious communities are exempt from paying taxes. Of significant importance here 
is, however, the wording that only recognised religious communities are exempt from 
taxes – not all religious communities.

6  https://www.retsinformation.dk/Forms/R0710.aspx?id=138731.
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Act on Corporation Tax 7

(LBK nr 1164 af 06/09/2016)

Obligation to pay taxes

Article 3. Exempt from taxes are:

1) the State and its institutions, cf. § 1, stk. 1, nr. 2 d, 2 g, 2 i og 2 j

2) the Regions and Municipalities and regional and municipal business and institutions, cf. 
stk. 7 og § 1, stk. 1, nr. 2 f og 2 h.

3) recognised religious communities and church institutions, established in association with 
such communities or with the Church of Denmark.

However, with the provisions of the Act on the Religious Communities outside 
the Church of Denmark from 2018, some related issues are addressed, in particu-
lar regarding articles of associations and audited accounts of recognised religious 
communities. As has already been discussed, many religious communities are not 
recognised and have no intention of seeking recognition but may still be considered 
exempt for the Foundations Act. 

Following this, members of religious communities may be allowed to deduct on 
their tax returns the value of gifts, alms and charities donated. This applies only if 
the communities are found to be actual religious communities – in either Denmark 
or other EU countries – and only if the religious community files the donations with 
the tax authorities. 

Tax Assessment Act 8

(LBK nr 1162 af 01/09/2016)

§ 8 A. When calculating the taxable income, gifts may be deducted as shown by the 
donor to associations, foundations, institutions, etc. whose funds are used for charitable or 
otherwise charitable purposes for the benefit of a larger circle of persons. The deduction 
cannot amount to more than a basic amount of DKK 14,500 (2010 level), which is regulated in 
accordance with section 20. of the Personal Tax Act. has reported the payment to the Customs 
and Tax Administration in accordance with the rules laid down by the Minister of Taxation 
pursuant to the Tax Control Act § 8 Æ, stk. 3.

Stk. 2. The right to deduct according to par. 1 is conditional upon the association or 
religious community, etc. is approved here in the country or in another EU /EEA country 
of residence for the calendar year in which the donation is given, cf. 3. It shall by statutes, 
foundations etc. show that the purpose is universal charity, i.e. that the funds can only be used 
to support a wider circle of people who are in financial need or in difficult economic circum-

7  https://www.retsinformation.dk/Forms/R0710.aspx?id=183480.
8  https://www.retsinformation.dk/Forms/R0710.aspx?id=183458.
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stances, or for a purpose which, from a general view of the population, can be characterised as 
useful, and which comes to a certain extent circle for good or that it is a religious community.

The easiest way to establish that the religious communities are in fact religious 
communities is if the community is recognised under the Act on the Religious Com-
munities outside the Church of Denmark. If the tax authorities accept this, then this 
provision in the Tax Assessment Act is the single most significant indirect support 
for religious communities. Exemptions from paying taxes might be of considerable 
value, too, but this right to deduct donations to charities opens up sources of reve-
nue, which are subsequently exempt. One issue here, however, is that it takes a bit of 
administration and proper management of funds and donations to file the deductions 
to the authorities, which might add somewhat of a burden to very small religious 
communities. 

A more curious aspect regarding indirect State support to religious communities 
concerns public debt. 

Act on Public Debt Recovery 9

(LBK nr 29 af 12/01/2015)

Claims that can be recovered by payroll deduction, cf. section 10, and claims that can be 
recovered by pledge, cf. section 11:

1) State and municipal taxes, as well as taxes and benefits due by law to state, municipality, 
churches, recognised faiths, public foundations or offices and orders, including tax amounts 
that a taxpayer has been required to withhold or collect, as well as parafiscal expenses.

2) Any tax on real estate, still recurring or dependent upon a particular event, which passes 
without ownership from owner to owner and belongs to the state, municipality, churches, 
recognised faiths, public foundations or offices and offices when the tax due size is determined 
according to fixed rules.

According to the Act on Public Debt Recovery any legal debt that is owed to 
religious communities may be collected by withholding salaries. This is, however, 
a bit hypothetical as it is unclear what part of debts owed to religious communities 
might be considered enforceable through the tax return. 

One case of what might be considered direct support to religious communities 
concerns the executive order on distribution of subsidies for certain periodicals and 
magazines. 

Executive Order on Distribution Grants for Certain Periodicals and Journals 10

(BEK nr 1181 af 02/11/2017)

9  https://www.retsinformation.dk/forms/r0710.aspx?id=167374.
10  Executive Order on Distribution Grants for Certain Periodicals and Journals, https://www.

retsinformation.dk/Forms/R0710.aspx?id=194405.
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Chapter 1

Criteria for Subsidies

Article 1. Grants are distributed for distribution in Denmark as well as from Denmark to the 
Faroe Islands and Greenland to a publisher of a periodical magazine and journal, provided 
that the publication is published with at least two issues per calendar year and preferably 
consists of information on:

1) public or non-profit topics, preferably general information about society and the outside 
world, social conditions, health and illness

2) the activities of humanitarian organisations

3) teaching and school conditions, including individual subjects

4) sports, preferably information about sports and associations

5) arts and culture, preferably information about visual arts, literature, music, film and theatre, 
as well as cultural dissemination and preservation

6) environment island, preferably information about nature conservation and improvement, 
alternative energy, environmental protection and environmental restoration

7) religious subjects, viz. magazines published by faith communities, associations of faith 
communities or organisations created by one or more faith communities or a circle of members 
of the faith community; a religious community means an organisation or association that is 
recognised or approved as a religious community by the Church Ministry.

According to Article 1, “subsidies may be awarded for distribution in Denmark 
as well as from Denmark to the Faroe Islands and Greenland to a publisher of a 
periodic magazine and journal, provided that the publication is published with at 
least two numbers per calendar year.” This is then specified to apply to a number of 
topics, including number 7, “religious topics, i.e. magazines published by religious 
communities, associations of religious communities or organisations set up by one or 
more religious communities or a group of religious community members. A religious 
community is understood to be an organisation or association that is recognised or 
approved as a religious community by the Church Ministry.”

In 2018, amongst the religious communities supported in publishing magazines, 
the Jewish Society in Denmark received almost 12.000 DKK for their Jødisk 
Orientering (Jewish Orientation) and the Catholic Church in Denmark received more 
than 200.000 DKK for their Katolsk Orientering (Catholic Orientation). 11 However, 
no Islamic or Muslim community received – or even, perhaps, applied for – funding 
to publish; this despite that fact that the inspiration for something like ‘Muslim 
Orientation’ is not far away. 

11  List of magazines supported by ‘Bladpuljen,’ in 2018. https://slks.dk/fileadmin/user_up-
load/0_SLKS/Dokumenter/Medier/Mediestoette/Bladpuljen_2018/Bladpuljen_2018.pdf.
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A final example of viable State support regards the support for signing and 
interpretation for persons with hearing impairment, in this, the executive order on 
Activities with indefinite interpretation for people with hearing impairments.

Executive Order on Activities with Unlimited Interpretation for Persons with Hearing Dis-
abilities 12

(BEK nr 945 af 27/07/2010) 

Pursuant to section 10 of Act No. 1503 of 27 December 2009 on interpretation for persons 
with hearing disabilities, it is stipulated:

§ 1. Unlimited interpretation is given to the activities mentioned in Appendix 1.

The ratio legis is that hearing impaired peopleshould be able to participate in 
activities in community life on an equal footing with other citizens. Article 1 specifies 
that there is indefinite interpretation for people with hearing impairments as regards 
the activities mentioned in the appendix to the executive order. In the appendix, 13 
one finds mentioned explicitly, 

Approved and recognised religious communities

Community directed religious activities, such as baptism, confirmation, wedding, funeral, 
worship, confirmation preparation and other similar religious acts

Other religious acts, such as the installation of a minister or other religious personnel

Work associated with parish council meetings, such as participation in council meetings, in 
job interviews and other committee meetings

From this overlooked executive order, it may be assumed that Muslims with 
hearing impairments may get State support for signing or interpretation when partic-
ipating in religious activities, mosques’ organisational work or even other committee 
meetings as part of the work associated with running the Islamic religious community. 

III.  workshop ii: reaL estate tax of reLigious organisations and for  
phiLosophiCaL and non-ConfessionaL organisations 

In Denmark, churches and religious communities are exempt from property 
taxes. This applies not only to the churches of the Church of Denmark, but also to 
recognised churches and religious communities. 

12  https://www.retsinformation.dk/Forms/R0710.aspx?id=133003.
13  https://www.retsinformation.dk/Forms/R0710.aspx?id=133003.
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Buildings

In the most thorough textbook on Ecclesiastical Law, from 1976 by August Ro-
esen, estate taxation exemption is mentioned in one single sentence. 14 Most likely, 
but not clearly discussed in the literature, the exemption of tax on church estates 
goes back to the taxation code reform from 1903. This, however, only mentions the 
Church of Denmark estates, which before the constitution of 1849 had been part of 
the royal domain, and therefore not taxed. At some point during the 20th century, other 
religious communities were included by some analogous consideration, but unclear 
when was explicity argued. 

In addition, the built land, courtyard and garden for non-commercial assembly 
houses used for religious-type meetings to which there is public access are exempt 
from municipal land tax. Furthermore, areas approved by the authorities for the design 
of a burial ground are included.

Cemeteries

Burials must take place in cemeteries belonging to the Church of Denmark or 
approved by a Danish church minister. Religious preachers and ministers from reli-
gious communities outside of the Church of Denmark are allowed to bury deceased 
members in cemeteries belonging to the Church of Denmark. 

Religious communities may also be allowed to establish their own cemeteries. 
The Minister for Ecclesiastical Affairs can allow religious communities to establish 
cemeteries. To obtain such a permit, the communities have to provide, among other 
things, assurance that the cemetery will be maintained. Rules and articles of asso-
ciation on supervision, usage and other conditions are to be set out in the statutes 
of the cemetery, that are to be affirmed by the Minister for Ecclesiastical Affairs. A 
religious community has to buy the land that it wants to use for burials. The religious 
community also has to operate and establish the cemetery.

It may also be a requirement that the municipality prepares a local development 
plan, and the location should be appropriate for burial. This means that the health 
authorities also have to review the application.

Exemption from VAT 

According to specifications from the Danish Taxation Authorities, 15 many ser-
vices of churches, religious communities and cemeteries are exempt from VAT. They 
highlight that services provided: acquisition of right of use for burial sites, rental of 

14  Roesen, 1976, p 263. 
15  https://skat.dk/skat.aspx?oid=1800035
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chapels, bell ringing and organ music and other music and singing in chapels, carriage 
rides, burning, digging and throwing of graves, removal of urns, removal of coffins 
and urns, and arrangement of papers and assistance in connection with funerals.

IV.  workshop iii: taxation of monastiC Communities/orders 

Monastic orders are included in the definition of religious communities in Den-
mark. According to the Danish Taxation Authorities, 16 religious communities are 
understood much wider than the regular definition of the Act on Religious Commu-
nities outside the Church of Denmark. The Danish Taxation Authorities include in 
their definition, regardless of recognition status: 

• Religious communities recognised
• Public and Free Church organisations
• Missionary societies 
• Free church organisations
• Free churches
• Private and independent church institutions
• Monastic orders. 

The website associated with the Ministry of Ecclesiastical Affairs, which lists 
all the religious communities that are recognised according to Article 7 of the Act 
on Religious Communities outside the Church of Denmark, has explicitly listed the 
Catholic Church in Denmark Monastic Communities and Orders, including 14 orders 
and three monasteries, but also explicitly mention that all annual accounts of these 
are included in the overall submission of the Catholic Church of Denmark. 17 

V.  workshop iv: taxation of reLigious soCiaL institutions and for phiLo-
sophiCaL and non-ConfessionaL organisations (Charity; eduCationaL, etC.) 

Individuals may qualify for tax deductions for gifts, donations and donations to 
charities, associations, foundations, institutions and religious communities approved 
by the tax authorities. 18

For most cases, religious social institutions are regulated as religious commu-
nities as regards the Act on Corporation Tax and the Tax Assessment Act, as listed 
above. 

16  https://skat.dk/skat.aspx?oid=1977047
17  https://www.km.dk/andre-trossamfund/trossamfundsregistret/liste-over-anerkendte-trossam-

fund-og-tilknyttede-menigheder 
18  https://skat.dk/skat.aspx?oid=2234772
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VI.  workshop v: taxation of reLigious ministers and for the Leaders of 
phiLosophiCaL and non-ConfessionaL organisations 

For the priests of the Church of Denmark, they are either seen as civil servants 
or contractual employees, depending on when and how they are called to their parish. 
This difference was seen clearly in 2018 during the major Danish general negotiations 
on wage agreement, where the Minister of Public Innovation who was chief negotiator 
for employers, including parish councils, announced a lockout of 120,000 employees 
in the State. The lockout warning also covered the Church of Denmark.

The vast majority of the clergy in the Church of Denmark are employed as civil 
servants and thus not affected by the lockout warning, but for many younger priests 
and other staff of the churches the lock out would take effect. Deans, church mu-
sicians, church servants, parish helpers, gardeners and others were covered by the 
notice, and would be sent home with large parts of the state’s other employees unless 
the employee organisations and the employers concluded a settlement agreement. The 
lockout warning was cancelled as an accord was reached in late spring 2018.

All ministers and priests employed in Denmark are liable to income tax at source, 
but may receive certain benefits, the value of which is also taxable. This includes 
the value of the rectory or other living facilities made available, but also the value of 
newspapers, car services or phone services are taxed.

Very few religious preachers, who are temporarily in Denmark and who are 
employed and paid from outside Denmark, are not tax liable in Denmark on their 
salary. This includes, for example, imams from the Turkish Ministry of Religious 
Affairs (Diyanet). 

VII.  workshop vi: ChurCh and phiLosophiCaL and non-ConfessionaL  
organisations tax 

As part of the ministerial regulations that followed from Article 21, subsection, of 
the Act on Religious Communities outside the Church of Denmark, religious commu-
nities must State the name and amount of any donation given which exceeds 20.000 
DKK (= 2675 EUR). This is the reach of impositions from the state, but is not a tax. 

Through a request for freedom of information under the Public Access to Infor-
mation Act, given in 2020, researchers were given insight into the value of the gifts 
that may be deducted if given to associations, foundations, institutions, etc., whose 
funds are used for charitable purposes, according to Article 8A (or Article 12 on 
deductible continuous expenses) of the Tax Assessment Act. In 2018, which was the 
most recent year, a total of 333 churches, religious and similar organisations received 
546.835.019 DKR in all. 19 

19  Skattestyrelsen, afgørelse om aktindsigt, 20-0779760, 17 July 2020. 
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An interesting problem is developing, however, in extension of Article 68 of the 
constitution, which reads, “No one shall be liable to make personal contributions 
to any denomination other than the one to which he adheres.” Currently, there are a 
number of relatively small, but vocal, organisations in Denmark who claim that buy-
ing halal-certified food is such a contribution to denominations other than one’s own 
(cf. Bergeaud-Blackler, Fischer, & Lever 2015). The organisations advancing such 
arguments are not responsive to counterpoints arguing that buying food on the free 
market is not a contribution, but rather a deliberate marketing strategy by the produc-
ers, nor that they are not forced in any way to buy the halal products. Nevertheless, 
it is seen as support for Muslim communities and, much worse, as support for terror.
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