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Abstract: Common bunt is a seed borne disease of wheat whose importance is likely to increase
due to the growing organic seed market, which, in addition to seed phytosanitary measures, relies
on genetic resistances towards the disease. Genome wide association studies in wheat have been
proven to be a useful tool in the detection of genetic polymorphisms underlying phenotypic trait
variation in wheat. Here 248 wheat landraces and cultivars representing 130 years of breeding history
were screened for two years in the field for their resistance reactions towards common bunt. The
majority of lines exhibited high levels of susceptibility towards common bunt, while 25 accessions
had less than 10% infection. Using Diversity Array Technology (DArT) markers for genotyping and
correcting for population stratification by using a compressed mixed linear model, we identified two
significant marker trait associations (MTA) for common bunt resistance, designated QCbt.cph-2B and
QCbt.cph-7A, located on wheat chromosomes 2B and 7A, respectively. This shows that genome wide
association studies (GWAS) are applicable in the search for genetic polymorphisms for resistance
towards less studied plant diseases such as common bunt in the context of an under representation of
resistant lines.

Keywords: Bt resistance gene; dwarf bunt; DArT markers; seed borne disease; organic agriculture;
Triticum aestivum; quantitative trait loci

1. Introduction

Common bunt is a seed borne disease of wheat (Triticum aestivum L. subsp. aestivum)
worldwide [1–5] and yield losses due to this pathogen have actually been estimated to be
equal to the percent infection [6]. The disease is caused by two closely related basidomycete
fungi, Tilletia caries (DC.) Tul. & C. Tul (syn. T. tritici (Bjerk.) G. Winter in Rabenh.) and
T. foetida (Wallr.) Liro (syn. T. laevis Khn in Rabenh.). Germination of seed transmitted
spores coincides with wheat germination and fungal infection hyphae penetrate the emerg-
ing wheat coleoptile and reach the apical meristematic tissue in susceptible wheat cultivars
within 50–60 days [7]. Fungal hyphae are carried upwards with the elongating culm and
will eventually replace the ovuliferous tissue of the emerging wheat spikes with their own
reproductive organs, so called bunt balls, oblong spherical tissues, sori, containing masses
of dark teliospores with a smell resembling that of rotting fish [7,8]. At wheat maturity sori
tissue becomes brittle, and disrupts during threshing and thereby releasing spores onto
healthy wheat seeds. If these seeds remain untreated, the spores attached to them are a
likely cause of infection in the next generation of wheat production.

The area of organic wheat production is growing, giving a constant and increasing
demand for organic seed free from seed borne diseases such as common bunt as recently
reviewed [9]. Exploring existing resistance to common bunt in breeding nurseries is an
attractive way of controlling the disease in new cultivars. Triticale has a relatively short
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breeding history and in spite of its combination of rye and wheat genomes it was reported to
have superior resistance to wheat diseases including common bunt [10]. Triticale cultivars
are regularly tested for susceptibility to common bunt and still cultivars seem resistant to
common bunt but may show some susceptibility to dwarf bunt [11].

To date, 16 common bunt race specific resistance genes [12], referred to as Bt genes, and
23 quantitative trait loci (QTL) for common bunt resistance in wheat have been described.
QTLs have been mapped to all three genomes of hexaploid wheat: 7, 12 and 4 QTLs on the
A-, B- and D-genomes, respectively by using biparential mapping populations of hexaploid
wheat. There are 8 QTLs mapped to chromosome 1: QBt.ifa-1AL on the long arm of 1A [13];
QCbt.crc-1B.1 and QCbt.crc-1B.2 both on the short and long arm of chromosome 1B [14];
QBt.ifa-1BS on the short arm of 1B [13]; Xgwm 374a on 1BS [15]; QCbt.spa-1B on 1B [16];
Xgwm273a on 1B [17]; QCbt.dms-1B.2 on 1B [18]; one on wheat chromosome 3: QCbt.dms-
3A [18]; two on chromosome 4: QCbt.spa-4B on 4B and QCbt.spa-4D on 4D [16]; three on
chromosome 5: QCbt.spa-5A on 5A [19], Xgwm408a on 5B [19], QCbt.spa-5B on 5B [16] and
one on chromosome 6: QCbt.spa-6D on 6D [16]. Eight QTLs are mapped to chromosome
7: QCbt.crc-7A on 7AL [14], Xpsp3050a on 7A [17], QCbt.spa-7A on 7A [19], QBt.ifa-7AL
on 7AL [13], Xgwm43a on 7B [17], QCbt.spa-7B.1 on 7B [20], QCbt.spa-7D on 7D [16] and
QBt.ifa-7DS on 7DS [21]. In addition, a less stable QTL was mapped to chromosome 2A [19],
which means genes spread out on the entire hexaploid wheat genome contributes to the
resistance towards common bunt, but most QTLs are from the B genome and located either
on chromosome 1 or 7.

For QTL mapping of resistance to common bunt, an alternative to the above use
of bi-parental cross is a genome-wide association study (GWAS) of a large collection of
genotyped wheat lines. Here we present the results of screening and scoring for common
bunt resistance in a collection of 248 wheat accessions of landraces and cultivars with a
release year from 1883 to 2010, more than 100 years of wheat breeding and production. The
identification by a mixed model association study of two QTLs for common bunt resistance
is also reported. As for other plant pathogens, replacing phenotyping in the field with
molecular markers for selection would be of enormous benefit.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Plant Materials

A population of 248 wheat accessions (Table S1) consisting of 32 spring wheats, 191
winter wheats and 25 wheats with unknown vernalization requirements were tested for
their resistance reaction towards common bunt under field conditions during two years
(2011 and 2012) in Mariager (56◦39′ N 10◦01′ E), Denmark. Wheat accessions were mostly
Triticum aestivum of Central (101 accessions), Northern (62 accessions) and Western Euro-
pean (31 accessions) origin. Furthermore, 35 wheat accessions from the National Small
Grains Gene Bank (Aberdeen, ID, USA) carrying common bunt resistance genes Bt1–
Bt13 [22] were included. The origin of 19 wheat accessions was not known. The collection
comprised 41 landraces, as well as 189 commercial varieties with release dates ranging
from years 1886 to 2010. Part of the collection has been described elsewhere [23].

2.2. Phenotyping Reaction to Common Bunt

Common bunt teliospores were originally received from Bent J. Nielsen (Aarhus
University, Flakkebjerg, Denmark) as a bulk collected from various sites in Denmark, repre-
senting the virulence spectrum present in the country. Spores was multiplied on susceptible
varieties for two years prior to the experiment. Fifty to 80 seeds of each accession were sown
in 1 m rows in two replications each year. Seeds were inoculated by dusting them with
common bunt teliospores and shaking off excess spores prior to sowing. This is estimated to
equal about 500,000 spores/gram seed. Winter wheat accessions and wheat accessions with
unknown vernalization requirements were sown in early October. Sowing of spring wheat
accessions was carried out in early spring. Resistance was scored in the early summer after
the heading stage as the percentage of wheat spikes with at least one bunt sorus. Common
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bunt scores per line were averaged across replications for each year. Prior to association
analysis, data were log transformed to two different scales (Table S2). For one scale, the
percentage scores were log transformed onto a scale ranging from 1–9 (corresponding to
0–100% infection) using the formula; loginfec = ln(Perc_infect + 1.6718) ∗ 1.94731. For the
other scale (log1–2 scale), percent infections scores of 0 or 1 were transformed into 1, while
all other scores were transformed to 2 (Table S2). Log transformations were chosen because
they effectively compress high, and expand low infection scores, a property that reflects
our higher interest to differentiate between low common bunt infections. When searching
for resistance polymorphisms, there is a higher interest to differentiate between, e.g., 10%
and 5% infection, and a lesser interest to differentiate between higher infection levels, e.g.,
70% and 65% infection.

2.3. Statistical Analysis

In order to test for the genetic influence of the 248 wheat accessions and the environ-
mental impact on common bunt resistance reactions, the following model was used for the
estimation of variances:

µi,j = µ + Gi + Yj + (GY)ij + ε (1)

where µi,j represents the common bunt disease score of accession i in year j, and Y, G and
GY represent the random year effect, the random genotype effect, and their interaction,
respectively. The vector of residuals is denoted ε. A model reduction step based on the
Bayesian information criterion (BIC) was used to ensure the significance of model terms. A
correlation test was performed for the disease scores in the years of 2011 and 2012.

2.4. Genotyping and Genome-Wide Association Analysis

Plant DNA was extracted as described by Orabi et al. 2014 [23]. Genotyping of
wheat accessions with ~7000 DArT markers [24] was performed by Triticarte Pty. Ltd.
(Canberra, Australia), who also provided a genetic map indicating marker locations for
the majority of markers (https:/www.diversityarrays.com/technology-and-resources/
genetic-maps) accessed on 25 February 2022 and marker sequences obtained from https:
//www.diversityarrays.com/seq2download/DArT_Wheat.fasta accessed on 25 February
2022 and used to search wheat genome sequence. Markers with minor allele frequencies
of less than 5% were excluded from analysis, and missing alleles were imputed using
the R statistical software [25] (R Core Team 2013) package scrime [26] by using the five
genetically closest accessions as a reference. The level of population stratification present in
the 248 wheat accessions was estimated via principal component analysis [27] using the R
package Gapit [28], and via Bayesian inference using the program Structure [29]. Structure
was run with 9999 burn-ins and 50,000 repeats under the no admixture assumption testing
for 1–10 sub-populations. Runs were repeated 10 times and the number of sup-populations
was inferred according to Evanno et al. 2005 [30]. Multidimensional scaling of the inverse
of an EMMA [31] kinship matrix was used to visualize population stratification.

Marker trait associations were investigated for each year independently as well as
for the average scores over the two years using the R package Gapit [28], which employs
compressed mixed linear models [32]:

y= Wv + Xβ + Zu +ε (2)

where y is a vector containing common bunt resistance scores, v and β are fixed effects for
marker and population effects, respectively, and u is a random effect representing wheat
accessions. W, X and Z are the design matrices for v, β and u, respectively, and ε is a
vector of the residual error. Fitting the wheat accessions as random effects allows the fit of
their kinship matrix as the variance-covariance matrix G as 2Kσ2, where K is the kinship
matrix calculated from genetic markers, and σ2 is an unknown genetic variance. The
fixed effects β may be derived from principal component analysis or from Structure. Gapit
employs two approaches to ease the computationally demanding task of solving mixed

www.diversityarrays.com/technology-and-resources/genetic-maps
www.diversityarrays.com/technology-and-resources/genetic-maps
https://www.diversityarrays.com/seq2download/DArT_Wheat.fasta
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models: compression of genotypes into groups and a two-step approach to reduce variance
estimation [32]. The final model was chosen based on the BIC for the inclusion of fixed
effects β for population stratification (Model 2) and a likelihood ratio test for the optimum
compression level. Model validity was visually assessed by quantile-quantile plots (QQ-
plots), plotting the observed −log10 transformed p-values of marker trait associations
against expected values of a −log10 transformed uniform distribution ranging from 0 to
1. The strength of marker trait associations was given as a p-value of the probability of
observing a similar value under the hypothesis of no marker trait association. Permutation
tests [33] and false discovery rate [34] adjusted q-values [35] were used to derive thresholds
for the declaration of significant marker trait associations. The final model was permutated
20,000 times using the R sample algorithm to shuffle the phenotypic data. Marker trait
associations were considered significant if their p-value exceeded the 95 percentile of the
p-values obtained by permutations and had q-values of less than 0.05. For graphical display
p-values were−log10 transformed. The allelic effect of the marker alleles were given as best
linear unbiased estimates (BLUEs) extracted from Model (2). The R package genetics [36]
was used to estimate the linkage disequilibrium parameter r2. Linkage disequilibrium was
calculated separately for markers on the same chromosomes and for markers on different
chromosomes (syntenic and unlinked r2, respectively). The 95 percentile of the unlinked r2

values was taken as a critical value above which syntenic r2 values were considered to be
truly due to physical linkage. Syntenic linkage disequilibrium was plotted against map
distance, and a smoothing curve was fitted with a generalized additive model using the
geom_smooth method of the R package ggplot2 [37]. The intersection of the smoothing
curve with a horizontal line drawn at the 95 percentile of the unlinked r2 values was used
to estimate the extent of linkage disequilibrium for selected chromosomes [38].

3. Results
3.1. Common Bunt Infection Scoring

Bunt resistance assessments were successful in 2011 and 2012, with a higher bunt
incidence in 2011 (Table 1 and Figure 1). From a total of 248 accessions, 229 were scored
for bunt infection both years and 234 and 243 accessions could be scored in 2011 and 2012,
respectively. The majority of wheat accessions were highly susceptible to common bunt,
with 25 out of 248 wheat accessions having less than 10% infection across the two years
(Figure 1). The correlation between bunt scores from the years 2011 and 2012 was high and
significant (r2 = 0.64, p≤ 0.001). Formula (1) estimated that 70% of the phenotypic variation
could be attributed to genotype effects. Genotype by year interactions was estimated to
explain 11% of the phenotypic variation. The effect of the year was weak, explaining only
4% of the observed phenotypic variation, leaving a residual variation of 14%. Average
temperatures during the two months after fall sowing were lower in 2010 than in 2011,
with average temperatures for the months October and November being 8.6 and 2.3 in 2010
and 9.7 and 6.9 in 2011, respectively [39] (Danmarks Meteorologisk Institut 2014).

Table 1. Minimum, maximum and mean percent infection with common bunt in a collection of 248 wheat
accessions. Infections are given for the years 2011 and 2012, and the average of the two years.

Infection Type 2011 (%) 2012 (%) Average (%)

Minimum
spring 12 4 19
winter 0 0 0

Maximum
spring 92 54 60
winter 100 73 82

Mean
spring 49 25 36
winter 43 27 35

all 44 27 35
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Figure 1. Histograms showing common bunt incidence in a collection of 248 wheat accessions. (a) in
the year 2011; (b) averaged over 2011 and 2012.

3.2. Genome-Wide Analysis of Common Bunt Resistance

Genotyping of 248 wheat accessions with ∼7000 DArT markers yielded 1825 polymor-
phic markers. Marker density varied considerably across chromosomes, and ranged from 2
markers on wheat chromosome 5D to 132 markers on chromosome 3B (Table 2). Out of the
1825 markers, 1452 had been mapped by Triticarte Pty. Ltd., 250 were not mapped, and
123 were mapped to more than one chromosome. The frequency of missing marker alleles
prior to imputation was 1.9%. Bayesian clustering suggested the presence of either 2 or 5
sub-populations (Figure S1). However, likelihood ratio tests between models incorporating
population effects β and models without fixed effects other than molecular markers, were
in favor of the latter, simpler models. Thus, the final model only used a kinship matrix to
correct for population stratification. Based on kinship, lines were assigned to 62 groups
(Table S3) prior to association analysis. QQ-plots indicated a good fit of the final models
(Figure S2).

Table 2. Distribution of 1452 polymorphic DArT markers ordered by chromosomes. The chromosome
name, the number n of markers per chromosome, the average distance between markers and the
maximum distance between two markers are indicated. Summaries for the A, B and D genomes are
given at the bottom.

Chromo-Some n Average Distance (cM) Maximum Distance (cM)

1A 130 1.2 19.6
2A 63 1.9 15.1
3A 61 3.5 29.5
4A 60 1.8 54.5
5A 25 5.0 60.9
6A 125 0.9 34.5
7A 85 2.1 28.9
1B 93 1.2 15.1
2B 124 1.1 9.2
3B 132 1.0 12.9
4B 33 3.5 27.1
5B 76 2.1 20.7
6B 104 1.3 20.0
7B 66 3.5 69.6
1D 36 2.6 14.6
2D 41 2.8 27.8
3D 46 3.5 95.4
4D 3 24.3 0
5D 2 80.9 76.4
6D 20 6.7 94.1
7D 127 1.4 56.3

A genome 549 2.3 60.9
B genome 628 2.0 69.6
D genome 275 17.5 95.4
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A genome wide association analysis identified 2 QTLs for common bunt resistance
in 248 wheat accessions (Figure 2; Table 3), located on chromosomes 2B (QCbt.cph-2B at
9.1 Mb and 8.6 Mb) and 7A (QCbt.cph-7A at 444.4 Mb). Table 3 gives detailed information
about locations, significance thresholds and effects of the QTL. QCbt.cph-2B was identified
by two linked markers (r2 = 0.75) and was identified in the year 2011 using the log1–9
disease scoring scale. However, it could not be detected in either the analysis for the
year 2012 or in the scores averaged across the years 2011 and 2012. QCbt.cph-7A could
only be identified when analyzing the mean common bunt score for the years 2011 and
2012 on the log1–2 scale, neither in 2011 nor in 2012 alone. The 95th percentile of linkage
disequilibrium between markers on different chromosomes was estimated as r2 = 0.05 and
linkage disequilibrium was estimated to extend for 8 cM on chromosome 2B, and for 4 cM
on chromosome 7A (Figure S3).
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Figure 2. ”Manhattan” plot indicating the strength of marker trait associations between 1825 DArT
markers and common bunt resistance data from (a) the year 2011 (log1–9 scale), (b) the mean of
the years 2011 and 2012 (log1–2 scale) in a population of 248 wheat accessions. The y-axis shows
−log10 transformed p-values of the association test. Markers are grouped by A, B and D genome,
respectively. Markers which were not mapped (n.m) or not unique (n.u) in their chromosomal
locations are indicated. The dashed horizontal line indicates the 95th percentile of p-values from
20,000 permutations.
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Table 3. QTL for common bunt in a population of 248 wheat accessions. Given are the QTL des-
ignation, the name of the linked DArT marker (with chromosome and position (Pos.), the minor
allele frequency (MAF), the year the QTL was observed, the log scale used in the association analysis,
the p-value of the association test, the respective q-value, the 95th percentile of 20,000 permutation
tests. The variance explained by the marker is given as the r2 of the difference between the model fit
with and without that marker. Marker effects are given as BLUEs from Model. QTLs were named
following the recommendation in [40].

QTL Marker Chr. Pos.
cM Pos. Mbp MAF Year Scale p q P perm. r2 Effect

QCbt.cph-2B wPt.744022 2B 10.88 1591 0.41 2011 Log1–9 0.00001 0.016 0.00011 0.07 0.76
QCbt.cph-2B wPt.0100 2B 4.21 655 0.49 2011 Log1–9 0.00006 0.042 0.00011 0.06 0.68
QCbt.cph-7A tPt.6221 7A 55.13 4369 0.05 Mean Log1–2 0.000004 0.005 0.00003 0.08 0.23

4. Discussion
4.1. Reaction to Common Bunt in the Field

We successfully determined and quantified common bunt resistance reactions in
248 wheat accessions during two years and identified two QTLs for common bunt resis-
tance using a mixed model association mapping approach. Our common bunt infection
method yielded consistent results for two consecutive years under field conditions. Wheat
accessions explained the majority of the observed phenotypic variation, the effect of the
years was estimated to be low, and the correlation between the common bunt assessment
values in 2011 and 2012 was high. However, we observed significant differences between
the two years in our power to detect marker trait associations. The reason for our inabil-
ity to detect any association in 2012 might be two-fold: low levels of resistance in our
populations and disease escape due to unfavorable weather conditions. The general level
of resistance to common bunt in our populations of 248 wheat accessions was low. Less
than 10% of the germplasm used in this study exhibited good levels of resistance, and the
majority of lines seemed to possess no resistance to common bunt at all. Concerning the
weather conditions, the relatively milder winter preceding the common bunt assessment in
2012 might be the cause of the lower level of common bunt infection observed in 2012. It is
known that the temperature at sowing time and shortly after influences the infection rate of
common bunt in wheat (Swinburne 1963), and we suspect that some accessions might have
escaped infection by winning the time race between seedling development and growth of
fungal hyphae. Fungal establishment at the meristematic tissue of the seedling is a crucial
step in the wheat common bunt pathosystem [7], and warmer weather conditions might
allow a fast establishment of the juvenile seedling, and prevent fungal establishment at the
seedlings’ growing points. We thus suspect that the combination of low number of resistant
accessions together with the presence of disease escape amongst some wheat accessions
prevented us from the discovery of any significant marker trait associations in 2012.

4.2. Distribution of Polymorphic Markers

Out of ~7000 DArT markers we found 1825 marker alleles to be polymorphic amongst
our 248 wheat accessions. It has been shown that DArT markers may be clustered in close
proximity [41], and do not cover the wheat chromosomes evenly. However, potentially
promising in our search for a QTL for common bunt resistance is that DArT marker
sequence analysis could show that DArT markers may be linked to plant resistance genes as
indicated by leucine-rich repeat domains [42]. Although we observed differences in marker
coverage amongst the chromosomes of the A and B genome, the number and spacing of
DArT markers on those genomes was considerably better than on the chromosomes of the
D genome. Here, the number of polymorphic loci and their spacing on the chromosomes
was too poor to claim that we fully covered the wheat D genome. Clearly, the DArT marker
coverage of the D genome, harboring two Bt genes, needs to be improved.
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4.3. Genome Wide Association Analysis

It is known that population stratification may cause spurious MTA, and if not account-
ing for population structure in GWAS may lead to an increased number of false positive
marker trait associations [31,43,44]. We believe that the effect of population stratification
might differ in its influence from trait to trait and that model selection steps are necessary
for each trait separately in order to determine proper model parameters. Having conducted
model selection steps based on likelihood tests and the BIC, and after assessing model
fits, we are confident that the incorporation of a kinship matrix successfully captured
population stratification in our collection of wheat accessions. The relatively low extent
of intra chromosomal linkage disequilibrium observed in our study was taken as another
indicator of low levels of population stratification.

It should not be forgotten though that the price to pay for eliminating most if not
all false positive associations by correcting for population stratification might be a loss
of power to detect true associations, if such true associations are strongly correlated with
sub-population membership of plants [44]. However, it was shown that in the presence of a
weak correlation between MTA and population stratification, the use of a compressed mixed
linear model can improve statistical power to detect true marker trait associations [45].

Various thresholds for the declaration of significant marker trait associations have
been reported. We used two methods to derive thresholds: permutation tests [33], and
false discovery rate correction [35], which both led to the same conclusions. The conceptual
beauty of using permutation tests lies in the fact that conclusions drawn from them will
be solely based on the data without assumption about their underlying structure, and it
is not so much their computational burden, running the final models 20,000 times with
permutated data took about 24 h, which might give rise to question their use, as it is a
concern about the validity of permuting data in the presence of structured populations [46].
Since our final model did not include fixed population effects, we considered permutation
tests appropriate in the context of our study. Yet, we do not advocate the general use of
permutation tests in association studies.

4.4. QTLs Identified for Common Bunt Resistance

The fact that QCbt.cph-7A could only be detected on the log1–2 scale and at low minor
allele frequency made us hypothesize that it might be connected to a Bt gene. Amongst
the lines carrying its favorable allele are gene bank accessions carrying genes Bt8, Bt9,
Bt10 and Bt13 (data not shown). Resistance genes Bt9 and Bt10 are located on wheat
chromosome 6D [47,48], and Bt8 close to Bt10 [49] leaving us to speculate that QCbt.cph-7A
might correspond to common bunt resistance gene Bt13. Four QTLs for common bunt
resistance on wheat chromosome 7A were previously reported [12–14,19]. A comparison of
marker locations on physical maps of the wheat genome led us to believe that QCbt.cph-7A
is a novel QTL. DArT markers flanking QCbt.cph-7A have been mapped to the short
arm of chromosome 7A in deletion bin 7AS5-0.59-0.89 [50], while the four previously
described QTL, QCbt.crc-7A, “Xpsp3050a”, QCbt.spa-7A and QBt.ifa-7AL are located on the
long arm of chromosome 7A [12–14,19]. We thus concluded that QCbt.cph-7A is a different
resistance factor.

The QCbt.cph-2B was mapped to chromosome 2 on the B-genome and is to our knowl-
edge the first QTL for common bunt mapped to 2B, while Q.DB.ui-2B also detected on 2B
is for dwarf bunt [51]. However, the DArT markers flanking this dwarf bunt QTL were
separated by more than 100 cM from the QCbt.cph-2B peak, at the map used in our study
indicating that they are different resistance factors for bunt. No Bt gene or QTL have been
mapped to 2B. A less stable QTL was mapped to chromosome 2 on the A-genome by [19]
and one of the 16 Bt resistance genes Bt1 was associated to chromosome 2B as early as 1960
using nullilisomic lines [52], substantiating that group 2 chromosomes may also contribute
more than one resistance factor towards common bunt.

Association studies have also been carried out using 125 synthetic hexaploid lines
originating from crosses of tetraploid wheats with 25 different Ae. tauschii accessions [53]
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and identified 15 SNPs, some of which were on 2B and 7A. In another study, a dedicated
collection of 344 genotypes from breeding nurseries assembled based on pre-knowledge
of presence of resistance genes Bt1 to Bt15 and Btp identified in addition to the known
genes many new SNPs associations, some of which may be associated with the known
Bt genes [54]. In a bread wheat collection, associations to dwarf bunt resistance were
identified [55]. Taken together with the present GWAS of cultivars release over the last
130 years shows that many resistance factors to common bunt exist and that exploring
those molecular markers for marker assisted selection may be used in the future to reduce
or replace field or greenhouse evaluation.

Supplementary Materials: The following supporting information can be downloaded at: https://www.
mdpi.com/article/10.3390/agronomy12030642/s1, Figure S1: Multidimensional scaling of a collection
of 248 wheat accessions genotyped with 1825 DArT markers. Data points highlighted according
to Bayesian clustering (Structure) inferred membership of wheat accessions in (a): 2 and (b): 5 sub-
populations. Wheat accessions assigned with less than 50% membership to any cluster are indicated
as “n.a”. Figure S2: QQ-plots indicating model fit in an association study utilizing compressed mixed
linear models for common bunt resistance data from (a): the year 2011 (log1–9 scale) and (b): the mean
of the years 2011 and 2012 (log1–2 scale). Figure S3: Linkage disequilibrium plotted against distance
for chromosomes (a): 2B, and (b): 7A. The horizontal line indicates the 95 percentile of linkage
disequilibrium observed between marker residing on different chromosomes. The smoothing line is
derived from a generalized additive model [37]. Their intersection is as an indicator for the extend of
linkage disequilibrium. Table S1: Wheat accessions, origin, release year, growth type (winter-, spring-
or intermediate-type). Table S2: Relationship between percent infection with common bunt and log
transformed scales log1–9 and log1–2, respectively. Table S3: Genomic breeding value for common
bunt resistance of 248 wheat lines genotyped with 1824 DArT markers. The column designated
“Group” indicates the grouping that was done by the compression step in Gapit. The column “BLUP”
indicates the genomic breeding value, while “PEV” indicates the predicted error variance.
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