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Dear Reader,

Another year in the shadow of the pandemic has 
passed. 2021 has been a challenging year for many. We 
had hoped that the pandemic would now be under 
control but we will probably have to adjust ourselves 
to an academic world in which we share more data 
online and meet up in person on fewer occasions. 
Therefore, it is with great satisfaction that the editorial 
team can now place the current issue directly online 
on the Archaeological Textiles Newsletter homepage. It is 
still possible to order a printed copy from the webshop 
at the University of Copenhagen in Denmark (www.
webshophum-en.ku.dk/shop/archaeological-textiles-
664s1.html) but authors will no longer receive a 
printed copy.
Important changes have occurred in the editorial group 
in 2021. Eva Andersson Strand who has been part of 
the ATR editorial team since 2008, has resigned from 
this task and we thank her for her long and devoted 
participation. She will still keep her place on the board 
of the Friends of ATN/ATR society. Three new editors 
have joined the team: Mary Harlow from the UK, 
Elsa Yvanez from Denmark and Kayleigh Sanderson 
from Austria. Together we have developed an efficient 
editorial process which we hope authors and readers 
appreciate. At the same time, we are constantly 
working on optimising workflow procedures, 
guidelines for authors (now downloadable from the 
homepage) and contact with the authors.
It is very important that authors follow these 
guidelines before submitting articles and project 
reports. In future, we will decline non-compliant 

articles owing to the heavy workload on the editorial 
group. Please also write in formal academic English, 
using the correct scientific terms. If English is not 
your first language, please consult a skilled English 
speaker before submitting. The editorial team will 
make a final language edit but we do not have 
resources to make extensive corrections or to rewrite 
articles or reports.
Throughout the past year, ATR has received a constant 
flow of contributions, and we are open to receiving 
more articles and project reports, especially from 
authors who are not familiar with or used to publishing 
in the journal. We therefore encourage authors to 
share their knowledge through the Archaeological 
Textiles Review. We are an editorial board which loves 
textiles, preferably those found in archaeological 
contexts, but also encourages themes of more general 
value to textile experts. We now accept articles up 
to 10,000 words, (including abstract, references, 
captions, acknowledgements) and four to ten images 
with captions, and project reports up to 3,000 words 
with three to five images with captions. Articles are 
double-blind peer reviewed and project reports are 
reviewed by the editorial group. Please keep updated 
at our homepage https://www.atnfriends.com, where 
we also post news.
This year’s issue contains a range of articles and project 
reports from different periods, with the Scandinavian 
Viking Age particularly well represented in both 
articles and project reports. There are rather fewer 
conference reviews than usual due to the pandemic 

Fig. 1: The ATR editorial team (clockwise from top left): Kayleigh Saunderson, Elsa Yvanez, Jane Malcolm-Davies, Mary Harlow, Karina 
Grömer and Ulla Mannering
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but we welcome more reports about online events 
(including ones held in 2021). Altogether there are nine 
articles, and eight project descriptions. Enjoy reading 
this issue and please spread the word about it. ATR 
is now a true open-source journal, free to download, 
and this is only possible with the work and help of 
many volunteers and enthusiastic hands and minds. 
Remember – the deadline for every issue is 1 May each 
year (with conference reports welcome until 1 October 
or later by arrangement).

Friends of ATN/ATR society
As all dedicated ATR followers will probably have 
noticed, the Friends of ATN/ATR society (which is 
the legal institution behind the newsletter/review) 
has not managed to hold an annual general meeting 
since 2017. Unfortunately, the planned meeting for 
this year, which was to take place during the NESAT 
XIV conference in Finland, was also cancelled, as the 
event only took place online. In order to update the 
society statutes to the new online working conditions 
and the fact that ATR no longer has a membership 
group defined by the subscription to the review, the 
ATN/ATR board suggests making minor changes to 
the statutes. These will be put to the vote at the next 
AGM in 2022. The changes and the date of the AGM 
will be announced on the homepage of the society in 
good time.
Membership of the Friends of the Archaeological 
Textiles Newsletter/Review society is according to 
the statutes of August 2007 given to the subscribers to 
ATN and ATR. Institutional subscribers are not given 
membership. Since 2020, ATN/ATR has been an open-
access journal. Access to it is no longer restricted to the 
membership and anyone interested in archaeological 
textile research can join the society.
To apply for a personal membership (which is free 
until decisions about the annual fee for 2022 is made 

at the next AGM), please fill in the following template 
and return it to ulla.mannering@natmus.dk.
The membership will be valid from the day the 
applicant receives a confirmation from the ATN/ATR 
board. The membership will be valid until written 
notice is received by the ATN/ATR board resigning 
membership, and as long as the membership 
obligations, including paying the annual fee (as and 
when applicable) are followed by the member.

Access to the online AGM will only be sent out to 
members registered according to the above-mentioned 
procedure. Suggestions for the AGM’s agenda may be 
sent to the editors before 1 February 2022. If no further 
suggestions are received, the agenda will be as follows:

• Election of a chair, if somebody so wishes
• The report of the board for the period since the 

previous annual general meeting
• Presentation and approval of the revised account 

of 31 December 2021
• Minor changes to the statutes, and decisions 

concerning membership and subscription
• Election of four members of the board and one 

deputy member for the current financial year 
(January to December 2022)

• Election of an auditor and one deputy auditor for 
the current financial year

• Any other business

For the statutes of the society, including the voting 
procedure, please consult the statutes section on 
https://www.atnfriends.com.

The Editors

Friends of ATN/ATR society: Template for the membership application
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The Significance of Archaeological Textiles was the final 
conference of the THEFBO project. It was held online 
on 24 and 25 February 2021 due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. The content of the conference was aligned 
with key topics of the THEFBO project, which dealt 
with the significance of prehistoric textiles in the 
context of early agriculturally oriented settlements in 
central Europe. It comprised four thematic sessions, 
with almost 240 contributors from Europe and far 
beyond (including Australia, Canada, China, Egypt, 
India and Russia). The online format was streamed 
via a conference platform with Q&A panels in a chat 
channel following each presentation. Options for 
taking live questions in person via a microphone and 
camera were also offered at the end of each session.
Claus Wolf, president of the State Office for the 
Preservation of Monuments in Baden-Württemberg, 
opened the conference day, followed by a short 
overview from Johanna Banck-Burgess, THEFBO’s 
project leader. The first session of the day was a 
presentation by the THEFBO team, outlining the 
preliminary results from the analysis of Neolithic 
finds and providing some insights on the scientific 
studies dedicated to this material. This first paper 
was presented by Sebastian Million (Landesamt für 
Denkmalpflege, Hemmenhofen, Germany) and Doris 
Mischka (University Erlangen, Germany). The second 
talk in this session was by Johanna Banck-Burgess 
(Landesamt für Denkmalpflege, Esslingen, Germany) 
and focused on terminological issues in the discussion 
of archaeological textiles. The third presentation by 
Hildegard Igel and Johanna Banck-Burgess discussed 
the processing of wood bast and linen. Susanna Harris 
(University Glasgow, UK) delivered the closing paper 
of this session, which questioned the properties of 
the raw materials chosen for making textiles at Must 
Farm, Great Britain.
The second session consisted of four talks dedicated 
to the raw vegetal material for making textiles. First, 
Bernhard Gramsch discussed the cords, ropes and 
nets from Mesolithic-Neolithic Friesack. Secondly, 
Maria Herero-Otal, Susagna Romero-Bruges and 

Raquael Pique (Autonomous University of Barcelona, 
Spain) presented the plant material for fibre-based 
items at three sites of the Neolithic and Iron Age 
Iberian Peninsula. The third talk by Oliver Nelle and 
Elena Marinova-Wolf (Landesamt für Denkmalpflege, 
Hemmenhofen, Germany) addressed the significance 
of lime trees in prehistoric European landscapes. 
The last talk of this panel was presented by Daniel 
Gross (Museum Gottorf, Germany), Marco Zanon 
(University, Kiel, Germany), Ulrich Schmolcke 
(Museum Gottorf, Germany) and Harald Lübke 
(Museum Gottorf, Germany) and focused on Early 
Neolithic plant management in northern Germany.
The two sessions of the first conference day were 
viewed by more than 220 people. There were numerous 
questions asked after each talk, including the best way 
to transport a prehistoric textile find; whether ropes 
and objects shaped with wood bast are classified as 
textiles; why oak bast is not ideal for making textiles; 
and was wood bast used at all at Must Farm. Session 
two, on raw materials, covered the role of cattails in 
fibre-based crafts: were lime and hazel trees used 
during prehistory. There were many more interesting 
discussions at the concluding discussion panel of day 
one. 
Immediately after the end of the discussion the 
organisers proposed that the online platform be used 
for informal gathering and chatting around textiles!

24 to 25 February 2021, online conference hosted by Landesamt für 
Denkmalpflege Baden Württemberg, Germany

THEFBO: the significance of archaeological 
textiles 

Fig. 1: THEFBO conference flyer
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sealings. The closing talk was given by Marco Baioni 
(Museum of the Sabbia Valley, Italy), Margarita Gleba 
(University, Munich, Germany), Claudia Mangani 
(Museum of Rambotti, Italy) and Roberto Micheli 
(Archaeological Service of Trieste, Italy). It discussed 
the textile finds at Lake Garda in Italy.
Day two of the conference was the longest and offered 
more opportunities for questions and substantial 
discussions. For this reason, there was a separate 
discussion panel offered at the end of the day at which 
all the questions were grouped into sub-topics and 
then answered together. Some of the queries included 
details of the Neolithic wells’ construction, insights 
into the conservation and forthcoming exposition of 
the Alpine bow case, research strategy at the Alpine ice 
patches, laboratory approaches for sampling sealing 
impressions, and many others.
A charming idea for the lunch break was the virtual 
exhibition of textile finds that have been part of the 
THEFBO project. This also included a virtual visit 
to the rooftop of the building. Although it was a 
challenging task for the THEFBO team to plan and 
conduct the conference online, with creative ideas 
and professional technical support by Leipziger 
Messe GmbH, they managed to produce a wonderful 
experience for all the speakers, contributors and a 
worldwide audience. 
The papers presented during The Significance of 
Archaeological Textiles will be published later in 2022 in 
a joint volume as a permanent record of this insightful 
two-day conference. 

By Mila Andonova and Karina Grömer

The second conference day consisted of another two 
interesting sessions. The first one was the longest in 
the event and consisted of six presentations. Session 
three started with Harald Stäuble (Landesamt für 
Archäologie, Saxony, Germany) and his talk on Early 
Neolithic wells, their construction and the finds 
they contained. The session continued with Johanna 
Klügl (Culture Service of Canton Bern, Switzerland), 
Giovanna di Petro, Albert Hafner (University of Bern, 
Switzerland) and their presentation on the remarkable 
Neolithic bow case from the Bernese Alps. The next 
talk was delivered by Regula Gubler (Culture Service 
of Canton Bern, Switzerland) and remained in the 
same Alpine region but discussed objects of wood, 
bast and bark retrieved from Alpine ice patches. After 
the coffee break, session three continued with Ingmar 
Franz (University Kiel), who discussed basketry 
skeuomorphism amongst the Neolithic Catalhöyük 
pottery. Next came Irenäus Matuschik (Landesamt 
für Denkmalpflege, Stuttgart, Germany) exploring the 
link between organic containers and pottery shapes 
along the shores of Neolithic Lake Constance. The 
closing talk of this session was offered by Karina 
Grömer (Natural History Museum, Vienna, Austria), 
who discussed the link between the crafts of cordage 
and pottery during the Bronze Age in central Europe.
The fourth session, consisted of three talks, starting 
with Malgorzata Siennicka (University of Göttingen, 
Germany), who focused on Bronze Age Aegean flax 
and wool as sources for textile production. The next 
presentation was delivered by Agata Ulanowksa 
(University of Warsaw, Poland) on the topic of wool 
and the Aegean and explored textile imprints on clay 

Fig. 2: THEFBO conference, screenshot of some of the speakers (Image: D. Michka)
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close and secure it. Academically, there has also been 
a contrast between the prestige of sphragistics and the 
study of unique and precious seals with their ties to 
administration and the masculine domains of society 
versus the less prestigious (and more overlooked) 
profile of textile research and its ties to the distaff side 
of society.
In academia in the past, much focus has been on 
the functionality of seals, textiles and textile tools. 
However, this workshop also explored aesthetics, 
traditions, symbolism and agency. The workshop 
participants discussed these differences and 
communalities in material, data, scholarly traditions, 
theories and methods.
Sophia Vakirtzi of the Hellenic Organization of Cultural 
Resources Development (HOCRED) presented the 
types and frequency of motifs on Aegean spindle 
whorls using material from her wide-ranging study 
of these textile tools in Aegean contexts. In her paper 
entitled “Ubiquitous motifs: common designs on 
spindle whorls and seals of the Aegean Bronze Age”, 
she observed how some of the most common spindle 
whorl motifs and designs, such as the zigzag, the six-
pointed star, concentric circles, chevrons, triangles 
(often hatched), and dotted borders are also found in 
the Aegean seals motif repertoire. Vakirtzi suggested 
that the manufacturers of both spindle whorls and 
seals drew from a common repertoire of designs 
and motifs and asked whether it is possible that 
Bronze Age spinners would own and use seals. She 
demonstrated that a new understanding can be gained 
from studying these objects together.
Olga Krzyszkowska (Institute of Classical Studies, 
University of London, UK) addressed another 
significant tie between sealing practices and textile 
tools in the Aegean in “A rare and enigmatic practice: 
seal-impressed textile tools in the Aegean Bronze 
Age”. In a few cases, there is evidence of stamping of 
textile tools, which is similar to the rare evidence of 
stamping pottery. On both, the seals were impressed 
prior to firing. Therefore, these stamps are better 
preserved than the more numerous clay sealings 
that survive only through chance fire destructions. 

The workshop hosts were members of the Textiles 
and Seals project research team, who investigate the 
complex relationships between textile production and 
seals and sealing practices in Bronze Age Greece. It 
aims to explain the use of textiles in sealing practices 
and the use of seals in the administration of textile 
production, as well as the possible meaning of 
iconographic references to textile production on seals.
The workshop took place online on 22 and 23 March 
2021, with 12 presenters and about 50 online attendees. 
It was the concluding part of the research project 
Textiles and Seals directed by Agata Ulanowska 
and funded by the Polish National Science Centre 
(reference number 2017/26/D/HS3/00145). The 
ambitious aim was to confront, compare and merge 
results from two distinct fields of knowledge in the 
study of the past: the highly specialised sphragistic 
study of early administrative practices and the much 
broader field of textile research with textile tools, 
fabrics, iconography of dress, and textile terminology. 
The two research fields study very different sources 
which are of different yet related materials: textile 
tools, such as spindle whorls and loom weights made 
of clay, and seals stamped on clay but themselves 
made of harder stone or ivory.  
Seals and sealings were used widely throughout the 
Bronze Age Aegean to close, secure, identify and 
record stored products in domestic houses and palaces 
alike. The clay sealings were preserved by accidental 
fires. They could be used to convey the identity of 
an owner just as clothing relates identity. However, 
the underlying crafts and technologies seem very 
different: from the technology employed in sealing 
practices for administrative purposes through the 
technology used in carving motifs to the technologies 
of spinning, weaving and sewing.
Traditionally, sealings have been studied only for 
the seal imprints from a stylistic and/or economic, 
administrative perspective. For some time, sealings 
have also been studied for their reverse sides, where it 
is possible to see the imprints of cords or fabrics which 
belong to a container or other surface (such as a basket, 
pot or door) on which they were applied in order to 

22 to 23 March 2021, University of Warsaw, Poland, and online

Textiles and Seals: carving out a new 
research field and weaving data together
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impressions on clay sealings and from extant seals, 
and the stamping of textile tools can therefore be 
seen as part of a wider glyptic koinè prevalent in the 
Aegean Bronze Age. Krzyszkowska also observed a 
persistence of the practice of stamping loom weights 
beyond the Prepalatial period into the Late Bronze 
Age with stamps of contemporary seals not heirlooms.
Lin Foxhall (University of Liverpool, UK) and 
Alessandro Quercia (Soprintendenza Archeologia Belle 
Arti e Paesaggio per la Città metropolitana di Torino, 
Italy) explored the corpus of stamped and marked 
textile tools from classical and Hellenistic southern 
Italy. Their paper “Marked, decorated and seal-
impressed: on the practice of marking loom weights in 
the Greek and indigenous communities of south Italy” 

From the Early Bronze Age, there is a single seal-
impressed loom weight from Lerna in the Argolid, 
and approximately 30 examples of stamped weights 
at the Early Cycladic II settlement of Skarkos in 
Ios. According to Krzyszkowska, it seems that the 
practice of stamping textile tools on the mainland 
and in the islands virtually disappeared after the 
Early Bronze Age. In Crete, the practice of stamping 
textile tools and pottery is likewise sporadic but with 
most evidence in the Middle Minoan II period from 
eastern Crete. At Palaikastro, there are more than 40 
stamped textile tools. At both Mallia and Palaikastro, 
‘sets’ of loom weights are impressed with the same 
seal. The seals used to stamp textile tools and pottery 
are indistinguishable from the types known from 

Fig. 3: The Textiles and Seals database enables correlations between motifs, sources and material to be tracked (Image: screenshot of 
the database homepage).
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and that the marking of loom weights shifted from a 
technical feature to a personal sign. 
Catherine Breniquet (Université Clermont Auvergne, 
France) and Christoph Moulhérat (Musée du quai 
Branly-Jacques Chirac, France) gave a paper on 
“Sealings from Khirbet Derak, Halaf period, Iraq. 
Material, methodology and results”. Studying sealings 
in the field is difficult and time-consuming as it 
requires careful observations and technical equipment 
such as binocular microscope, Dino-Lite and other 
specialised equipment. In some countries, exporting 
the archaeological material for closer study is not 
permitted, and the archaeologist therefore needs to 
undertake specialised studies in the field. The authors 
presented such a situation at the Late Prehistoric site 
of Khirbet Derak in northern Iraq, and discussed how 
they developed an innovative and low-cost method 
to study sealings, using smart phones, photographic 
software and 3D printing. These new methods were 
easy to use on site without access to more complex 
technology and equipment. They also enabled the 
researchers to grasp the whole object, including its 
reverse side, where imprints of cords or fabrics from 
the container to which they were fixed (in order to 
close and to secure it) were identifiable. These new 
research methods may become even more relevant in 
periods of confinement without access to material or 
opportunities to travel.
Romina Laurito’s (Villa Giulia Museum, Rome, Italy) 
“Introduction to the analysis of textile, cord and 
thread imprints on undersides of clay sealings from 
Arslantepe” presented new methods for investigating 
sealings with the aim of reconstructing artefacts 
and objects made of perishable material, and to 
understand the knowledge and skills of ancient 
craftspeople. Laurito presented the clay sealings 
from the monumental area of the Late Chalcolithic 
3-4 period (3900 BCE to 3500 BCE) and the palatial 
complex of the Late Chalcolithic 5 period (3500 BCE 
to 3200 BCE). Clay sealings in the Near East contain 
the seal imprint on one surface and also an imprint 
of the material (textile, leather, ropes or strings) 
on the other surfaces. At Arslantepe (southeastern 
Turkey), the archaeological team has long experience 
of testing and developing methodologies to combine 
evidence from the thousands of clay sealings with 
data from contexts, experimental archaeology, and 
textile archaeology. This enables them to understand 
the sealings in a broader societal and administrative 
context and to gain more knowledge on crafts. In 
particular, the comparison of textile imprints in clay 
sealings, archaeological textiles, and textile tools forms 
a link between seals and textiles in Arslantepe.

used these textile tools to explain interactions between 
textile producers of the indigenous local communities 
and those in the Greek settlements. As the abundance 
of loom weights from domestic sites, sanctuaries and 
funerary areas clearly attests, both local populations 
and newcomers used the warp-weighted loom. The 
south Italian loom weights reflect different female 
communities and their practices. The extraordinary 
abundance of marked, incised and stamped loom 
weights in some communities enabled the speakers 
to contextualise the motifs among decorations on 
other kinds of pottery, in architecture, and also to 
place them in the context of the ideas, culture, and 
traditions of female and domestic life as well as the 
self-understanding and identities of the diverse south 
Italian communities.
Bela Dimova (The British School at Athens, Greece), 
in her presentation “Stamps and marks on loom 
weights from ancient Corinth”, explored the unique 
textile evidence of more than 1,300 loom weights from 
this location. Stamping and marking loom weights in 
Corinth began in the late sixth century BCE and was 
extensive during the Classical and early Hellenistic 
period: more than 500 of the loom weights are 
stamped and over 300 are marked with letters or other 
incisions. Some stamps on loom weights even depict 
loom weights. These appear in the fourth century BCE, 
often alongside lettered stamps, and are interpreted as 
loom weight producers’ trademarks and branding. 
Dimova discussed the production and circulation of 
textile tools and the links between textile and ceramic 
production. She highlighted how each class of stamps 
and marks relates to other loom weight characteristics 
such as shape, size, function and clay. She asked 
whether it was the Corinthian potter who stamped the 
loom weights in a set or whether it was the customer 
who stamped the set she wanted to purchase.
Joanna Smith (University of Pennsylvania Museum 
of Archaeology and Anthropology, US) presented 
“Location matters: marked loom weights in ancient 
Cyprus”. She took an original approach to the topic 
by suggesting how they would have appeared when 
hung on the loom. The loom weighs in her Cypriot 
corpus bear seal impressions or, more rarely, inscribed 
marks, and are dated from Late Bronze Age through 
Hellenistic contexts. Based on loom weights from 
the settlements of Palaepaphos (Kouklia), Marion 
(Polis Chrysochous), and Kourion (Episkopi), Smith 
demonstrated that during the Classical period, 
there was a shift from marks that would have been 
seen during weaving to those that would have been 
hidden. She suggested that this reflects a change in 
the meaning and reason for labelling loom weights, 
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flounced skirt to women or a fringed coat to a political 
ruler, which is then worn by him publicly. A third 
relevant iconographical textile link between mural 
painting and seals is the abundant evidence of figural 
motifs on textiles as shown in Minoan and Mycenaean 
iconography with motifs such as crocus, swallows and 
even human figures depicted on the elaborate dress of 
mostly female figures in large-scale mural paintings. 
Blakolmer concluded that complex Aegean textiles 
make a remarkably versatile iconographic medium 
comparable to seals and signet rings.
Jörg Weilhartner (Universität Salzburg, Austria) 
addressed the links between scripts, seals and textiles 
in “The Linear B logograms for textiles and wool: 
some thoughts on their peculiarities”. He presented 
the Linear B logogram for textile (*159/TELA) and 
its precedent in the Linear A script. This logogram is 
rendered with few details, in contrast to many other 
Linear B logograms, and while many logograms in 
the Linear B script include the initial syllable of the 
word of the object in question, the logogram for textile 
is instead modified by no less than 6 different syllabic 
signs. In addition, this logogram is specified with 
names of textiles (whose names are not abbreviated 
or written inside the logogram). Weilhartner therefore 
suggests that the Linear B logogram constitutes an 
‘umbrella term’, a generic logogram, quite unique 
and without clear parallels in the Linear B corpus. The 
Linear B logogram for wool, likewise, is unique in its 
design as a monogram, and as far as is known, it is the 
only Linear A monogram, which survived into Linear 
B. The Linear A sign was made up of two Minoan 
syllabic signs that seem to represent the Minoan word 
for wool (when using Linear B phonetic values for the 
two syllabic signs). 
The team behind the Textiles and Seals project, Agata 
Ulanowska, Katarzyna Żebrowska and Kinga Bigoraj 
(Faculty of Archaeology, University of Warsaw) 
together with Piotr Kasprzyk (Digital Competence 
Centre, University of Warsaw), presented the Textiles 
and Seals online database, resulting from the past 
three years of research. The main types of evidence 
investigated: seal-impressed textile tools, textile 
impressions on the undersides of clay sealings, and 
textile production-related iconography, feature 
different functionalities, parameters, and meanings 
that require different recording methods. The Textiles 
and Seals database was designed and built specifically 
for this project with free, open-source online software. 
The team presented how the database enables 
correlations between motifs, sources and material 
to be tracked. The database is available at https://
textileseals.uw.edu.pl/database/.

Maria Anastasiadou (Institut für Klassische 
Archäologie der Universität Wien, Austria) presented 
“Hands at work in Neopalatial Kato Zakros: the 
documents sealed by the flat-based nodules”. In 
Crete, 480 flat-based clay nodules were recovered in 
Neopalatial Kato Zakros, where they were mostly 
concentrated in a small area of one room in House A. 
Most of them preserve imprints of folded and often 
tied documents in their bases. By studying the objects 
closely and by a series of tests and experiments, 
Anastasiadou offered explanations of how the sealing 
was done and how the documents were folded and 
sealed by the nodules. She outlined the work and ways 
of operating by specific hands/schools, and described 
the various methods used to create these documents. 
The study of such folding and sealing techniques 
can provide an estimate of how many people were 
involved in the Minoan Neopalatial administration in 
Kato Zakros.
Sarah Finlayson (Corpus der minoischen und 
mykenischen Siegel, Heidelberg, Germany) presented 
“The interweaving of textiles and sealing practices in 
the Bronze Age Aegean: an overview” which explored 
the textile imprints preserved as impressions on the 
underside of the sealings in two case studies from 
different sociopolitical contexts: Early Helladic IIB 
(approximately 2200 BCE) Lerna on the Peloponnese 
and Middle Minoan IIB (approximately 1700 BCE) 
Phaistos on Crete. Each has yielded large corpora 
of direct object sealing fragments. Finlayson also 
presented her observations from experimental tests of 
different ways to seal textile-covered jars. She addressed 
how sealings and textiles provide information about 
the technology of food storage, covering, wrapping 
and sealing of agricultural produce, for its effective 
preservation and, ultimately, subsistence.
Iconography of the Aegean Bronze Age is a rich 
source of information on textile ornaments, both from 
the seal carvings and from the colourful frescoes on 
Minoan and Mycenaean walls. This was demonstrated 
in a paper by Fritz Blakolmer (Institut für Klassische 
Archäologie der Universität Wien, Austria) entitled 
“Textiles and seals: their manifold interrelations in the 
iconography of the Aegean Bronze Age”. Decorations 
depicted on seals can be compared to those on textiles 
depicted in wall paintings where common motifs 
appear. The flat meander, running spirals and the 
rosette depicted on seals have excellent parallels in 
depictions of dress in figural scenes of Minoan Crete. 
Another textile and dress link between mural painting 
and seals is the highly significant ritual of presenting 
garments as part of the religious festivities of 
Neopalatial Crete. Examples are the presentation of a 
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BCE to 1800 CE. In the first presentation, “Textiles in 
the funeral rite of the Wielbark culture”, Magdalena 
Przymorska-Sztuczka examined fragmentary textiles 
attached to metal objects from Polish funerary contexts 
(such as inhumations and cremations). During the 
conservation of brooches, bracelets, spurs and belt 
elements from the cemetery of Wilkowo, it appeared 
that different types of textiles were preserved in layers. 
All the textiles were made of wool, the most frequent 
weave being a 2/2 twill. The analysis of the textiles 
and their localisation in the burials of women allowed 
researchers to reconstruct the presence of a peplos-
type dress, made of a thicker fabric and attached with 
brooches over a tunic with sleeves which was made 
from a more delicate fabric.

discussion of relative chronologies, heirlooms and 
memories are important. The workshop, as well as the 
Textiles and Seals project, furthermore, highlighted that 
when merging two research fields, a new reflection 
on theories and methods is needed, and new research 
questions surface. In this workshop, the agency of 
textile makers, seal owners and users were discussed 
several times, and the balance between functionalist 
with art-historical and aesthetic approaches.

By Marie-Louise Nosch

The workshop successfully illustrated how to merge 
two quite distinct and specialised fields of the 
study of the past, each with its own set of methods, 
academic traditions, focus areas, and theories. Some 
communalities appear, such as the use of experimental 
archaeology to test hypotheses. Research into textiles 
and into seals also often revolves around contrasting 
concepts, such as firing versus not-firing, standardised 
versus unique, negative versus positive, direct 
versus indirect, front versus back and representation 
versus reality. Moreover, for both research fields, the 

Fig. 4: Logo of the workshop and associated project Unravelling 
Nubian Funerary Practices hosted by the PCMA, University of 
Warsaw (Image: Elsa Yvanez)

15 April 2021, The Polish Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology 
(PCMA), University of Warsaw, Poland, and online

Funerary Textiles in Situ:  
an interdisciplinary workshop

The workshop dedicated to Funerary Textiles in Situ 
had to be organised virtually as with many other 
events planned in 2021. The event was the outcome 
of a collaboration between the Polish Centre of 
Mediterranean Archaeology (PCMA), University of 
Warsaw (specifically the project Unravelling Nubian 
Funerary Practices with principal investigator Elsa 
Yvanez, PPN/ULM/2020/1/00246) and the EuroWeb 
project (Cost Action 19131). The organisers, Elsa 
Yvanez and Magdalena Wozniak, were based at PCMA 
in Warsaw, while all invited speakers participated 
online. Thanks to the financial support of EuroWeb, 
the event was transmitted live via the EuroWeb 
YouTube channel and was attended by approximately 
100 participants. 
The aim of the workshop was to bring together 
physical anthropologists, archaeologists, and 
textile conservators to share both experiences and 
methodology to establish a protocol for best practices 
in the excavation, conservation, and analysis of 
funerary textiles from in situ findings to advanced 
tests in laboratories. The workshop presentations 
were grouped into two sessions: “Textiles and the 
dead. Case studies from Europe and the Nile Valley” 
and “Retrieving the dead and its wrappings: diversity 
of approaches”.
The first session gathered nine panellists who presented 
diverse funerary contexts covering a vast geographical 
area from Finland to Sudan and a timeframe from 1000 
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contexts in her “General thoughts on different kinds of 
functions of textiles in graves. Case studies from 1000 
BCE to 1000 CE in Europe”. Among many pertinent 
observations, she highlighted the importance of the 
community’s role in the preparation of the body and 
the selection of clothing in order to restore the social 
status of the deceased.
Malgorzata Siennicka examined “Two Mycenean 
textile imprints from the Tomb XXI at Deiras, Argos 
(Greece)”. These were retrieved from a collective 
tomb, in which the last deposited body was that of a 
child. The two fragments were sampled from the floor, 
which was covered by light clay. The textile imprints 
attest that the clay was still wet when the body was 
deposited, possibly on a blanket or wrapped in a kind 
of shroud called a larnakes. These modest imprints are 
a valuable addition to a limited corpus of evidence for 
the use of textile in Mycenean funerary practices.
Magdalena Wozniak discussed “Wrapping practices 
in medieval times. Case studies from Gebel Adda 
(Sudan).” Her analysis was based on archaeological 
documentation produced during the excavation 
of elite burials in church crypts in the mid-1960s 
combined with the study of the preserved textiles. 
The presence of inscribed shrouds among the layers of 
precious textiles was also considered.
Robert Mahler and Barbara Czaja presented 
collaborative work between an anthropologist and a 
textile conservator in “Textiles and bones on site. Crypts 
at kom H in Old Dongola (Sudan) and Cemetery A in 
Naqlun (Egypt)”. The paper provided an excellent 

Dawid Grupa presented case studies about “Silk 
textiles in funerary liturgical garments in Poland (17th 
to 19th centuries CE)”. In parochial churches, liturgical 
garments were usually decorated with reused silks, 
sometimes quite old, provided by donors (such as 
individuals or institutions). Some priests were buried 
in the chasuble they used during their lifetime, as 
attested by numerous traces of use and repair. At the 
monastery of Szczuczyn, there is evidence of linen 
liturgical garments made specifically for funerary use 
following church prescriptions against opulence. The 
presence of dyed linen in numerous burials may point 
to local production.
Malgorzata Grupa discussed a very interesting case 
of textile remains which were exposed to a very high 
temperature but not directly burnt by fire. Among 
the “Textiles from an early medieval settlement in 
Trzcianka, gm. Janow, Poland”, a total of 11 layers of 
different fabrics were analysed by optical microscopy. 
The working hypothesis is that a wooden construction 
fell on people escaping a fire.
Sanna Lipkin prepared a valuable overview of 
non-invasive documentation in church crypts. Her 
presentation “Studying funerary textiles in situ below 
Finnish church floors: challenges and successful 
practices” addressed many technical questions, from 
ethical and administrative obligations to space, light, 
and photographic settings. She also discussed the 
many advantages of CT-scanning.
Karina Grömer offered a thorough analysis of the 
many levels of interpretation of textiles in funerary 

Fig. 5: Digital set-up with our IT team in the facilities of the PCMA and online participants (Image: Magdalena Wozniak)
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and textile archives from the Scandinavian Joint 
Expedition to Nubia”. 
Iwona Kozieradzka-Ogunmakin presented “Grave 
concerns: Complexity in documenting and studying 
ancient Egyptian burials” with a focus on Old Kingdom 
and Graeco-Roman burials from Saqqara. She 
discussed the issues and challenges of documenting 
and storing great quantities of wrappings and wrapped 
human remains in various state of preservation and 
field conditions and expressed the need for guidelines 
in dealing with textiles and for closer collaboration 
with textile experts.
Christina Margariti presented a joint paper prepared 
with colleagues Stella Spandidaki, Maria Kinti and 
Tina Chanialaki about “Conservation approaches 
for pyre burial textiles excavated in Greece”. Using 
selected case studies, the team offered an overview 
of the available techniques such as stereomicroscopy, 
X-ray fluorescence (XRF), and computer tomographic 
(CT) scanning, to assess the condition of textiles. 
They also outlined the steps taken by conservators in 
studying these fragile fragments to ensure their long-
term preservation, not only of their material condition 
but also the very informative succession of textile 
layers on the object.
Luise Ørsted Brandt introduced the audience to a very 
instructive theoretical framework needed to study 
funerary wrappings. In her paper “More information 
from funerary textiles – sampling for different natural 
scientific analyses” she also detailed various possible 
analyses that can be applied to textiles with a focus 
on CT-scanning for documenting textile layers, lipid 
analysis to study resins, oils, and waxes, and protein 
and DNA-based analyses to identify fibres and skins.
The last paper of this session, “Photogrammetry: 
introduction to digital recording,” was delivered by 
Piotr Zakrzewski, who examined the many advantages 
of photogrammetry as a useful and time-saving tool 
for documenting and reconstructing 3D models of 
grave contents. 
In the concluding remarks to this rich and inspiring 
day, the organisers expressed their gratitude to all the 
speakers for sharing their expertise. They also hoped 
for continuing collaboration. The discussion continued 
in smaller groups during two half-days, during 
which all the speakers worked together to create a 
protocol of good practices for the recording, studying, 
and preserving of funerary textiles in the field. The 
proceedings of the whole workshop – methodological 
papers, protocol, and case-studies, will be published 
as a monograph in the coming year.

By Magdalena M. Wozniak

example of good communication and effective work 
organisation in the field even in difficult excavation 
conditions (such as narrow crypts) as well as the 
combination of expertise in the interpretation of data.
The last paper of this session, by anthropologists 
Robert Stark and Joanna Ciesielska, provided an 
instructive insight into textiles in a funerary context 
where no specialist is present at the time of discovery. 
In “Funerary textiles from burial contexts at Ghazali 
and Old Dongola, Sudan – a bioarchaeological 
perspective”, the authors considered the difficulty of 
working with desiccated and highly friable textiles. 
However, in the numerous cases where organic 
material was well preserved, it was possible for them 
to distinguish between the outer layers, usually thicker 
fabrics, and the inner, softer layers of the wrappings. 
Despite the lack of a textile specialist on site, the team 
was able to assess the similarity of funerary practices 
on these two distant medieval sites.
The second session entitled “Retrieving the dead 
and its wrappings: diversity of approaches” started 
with a paper presented by Francisco Gomes, who 
contextualized the presence of textiles in burials 
devoid of any organic material in “Naked graves? 
Thoughts on the recording and reconstruction of 
funerary attire in the Early Iron Age of southwestern 
Iberia.” The presentation highlighted the importance 
of integrated work to the highest standards in 
archaeological documentation of the grave content 
and close collaboration with bioarchaeologists to 
reconstruct the distribution and function of textiles in 
ancient funerary practices.
Elsa Yvanez examined the challenge of reconstructing 
such information when working on well-preserved 
textiles but with dispersed and incomplete 
documentation in “Rewinding the thread – archaeology 

Fig. 6: Organisers Elsa Yvanez and Magdalena Wozniak (Image: 
Magdalena Wozniak)
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Although several papers discussed dress issues and 
textile history in Scandinavia from later centuries, 
somewhat surprisingly no presentations were 
primarily concerned with archaeological textiles from 
the prehistory of northern Europe, such as Viking age 
dress or finds from the Danish bogs, which often draw 
the attention of scholars of dress and textile history. 
However, Jane Malcolm-Davies reported a pilot 
project which contrasted conventional methods of 
dating archaeological and historical textiles (1450 CE 
to 1650 CE) with radiocarbon analysis using samples 
from northern European knitted caps.
One of the more sensational textile finds in present-
day Sweden, that of the bishop Peder Winstrup 
in Lund, was presented in a paper by Pernilla 
Rasmussen. Winstrup died in 1679 and was buried in 
the cathedral of Lund in a funerary costume made of 
costly clothing items. The coffin was opened in 2013 
and, since then, the dress of the mummified bishop 
has been thoroughly investigated, as part of a more 
extensive local project.
All in all, as the conference was organised by the 
Association of Dress Historians, papers concerning 
later historical periods were dominant in the 
programme and strictly archaeological papers were 
in minority. Still, the conference was a fruitful 
meeting between history, archaeology and scholars 
from several other academic disciplines, museum 
staff, and non-academics. The conference programme 
offered a varied and generous buffet of textile 
topics, stretching from a distant past to the present. 
As is often the case when historical textiles are 
discussed, the genuine cross disciplinary nature of 
this field of research is obvious, and this conference 
was no exception to that. The interdisciplinarity of 
archaeological and historical textile research is truly 
one of the great potentials of this field that, roughly 
over the past three decades, has generated so much 
new knowledge and understanding of past societies: 
of gender roles, social values, modes of production, 
trade, labour, and much more, and often with a 
distinct continuity into the present. The Association 
of Dress Historians strongly promotes the many 
avenues of new research on historical textiles through 

Originally, this international conference was planned 
to take place in August 2020 at the Röhsska Museum 
of Design and Craft in Gothenburg, Sweden. After 
several date and venue changes, the conference finally 
took place via zoom in June this year. 
It was a seven-day event with about 120 presentations 
of 25 minutes each daily from noon until about 9 pm. 
The contributions covered a multitude of aspects about 
dress practices, textile production, textile history, and 
more - from prehistory to the present, and even with 
an occasional contribution including post-covid times. 
Participants came from many countries around the 
world and from both academic and non-academic 
environments. Throughout the week, the conference 
was very admirably and professionally hosted by 
Jennifer Daley, chair of the Association of Dress 
Historians, who worked hard to make the conference 
happen in challenging circumstances. 
A majority of the conference presentations were 
dedicated to the early modern and later historical 
periods, but some presentations focused on earlier 
periods in which archaeological and visual evidence 
are important sources of information. Among the 
papers with a focus on early or prehistoric periods 
was one about Aegean headdresses in Bronze Age 
civilizations 3200 BC to 1100 BC (by Betty Ramé), and 
one about dressing for eternity in Ancient Egypt (by 
Elizabeth McGovern). The latter discussed evidence 
from the tomb of Nebamun from the 18th dynasty 
(14th century BCE). Paintings from this tomb in the 
Theban necropolis on the west bank of the Nile, are 
now in the collections of the British Museum. 
Two papers discussed dress in the ancient Greek 
cultural sphere: one was directed towards the Greek 
mainland with the focus on clothing as a symbol of 
gender and class distinction (by Sofia Konstantinou); 
the other was on dress and crosscultural exchange in 
ancient southern Italy (by Hayley Stoneham). It focused 
on this area primarily in the Greek period when a mix 
of indigenous southern Italian and imported cultural 
influences from Greece can be identified. Another 
paper dealt with ancient Rome and, in particular, the 
dress and public appearance of Roman women (by 
Lena Larsson Lovén). 

7 to 13 June 2021 online

The Association of Dress Historians’ 
Annual New Research Conference
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the association, the full programme of the conference 
in June 2021, and of upcoming conferences see: 
https://dresshistorians.org/

By Lena Larsson Lovén

conferences and other activities. It is also worth 
mentioning that the ADH offer grants, fellowships, 
and awards, and since 2016 the association has a free, 
online journal The Journal of Dress History with 
several issues annually. For more information about 

14 to 18 June 2021, University of Copenhagen and online

Old Textiles – More Possibilities: the Centre 
for Textile Research’s 15th anniversary 
conference

The year 2020 marked the 15th anniversary of the 
foundation of the Centre for Textile Research, which 
was originally opened as a Danish National Research 
Foundation Centre for Excellence and since 2017 has 
been fully integrated into the Saxo Institute at the 
University of Copenhagen. The CTR team wished to 
mark this jubilee in 2021 (after a year’s delay due to 
the pandemic) by celebrating the vibrancy of current 
textile research. Together with the EuroWeb network 
(COST action 19131), the CTR team wanted to bring 
researchers together in a joyous week full of textile 
topics and discussions, opening future perspectives 
for textile research in Europe and beyond. 
Due to the continuing travel restrictions, the event 
was hosted on an online platform while a small team 
was also present in the CTR facilities at Copenhagen. 
A web portal was built as a hub for the conference 

combining the lectures, short video presentations, 
posters and an online ‘textile fair’ with links to 
exhibitions and documentaries. As a result, the 
international programme explored diverse aspects 
of textile production and usage and transcended 
historical and geographical boundaries.
The organisational team included Eva Andersson 
Strand, head of CTR, with Elsa Yvanez, Pernille 
Højfeld Nielsen, and Klement Needham, together 
with the chairs and keynote speakers of each session 
(see below). Particularly warm thanks should go to 
Pernille and Klement who built and ran the online 
interface for the conference. A large part of the textile 
research community was able to converge during that 
week: altogether 64 speakers and session chairs, 47 
video and poster presenters, and 364 members of the 
audience participated, exceeding all expectations and 

Fig. 7: The conference platform (Image: Pernille Højfeld Nielsen)
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sealing practices in Greece (Agata Ulanowska), the 
reconstruction of Viking pile weaves (Julia Hopkin), 
and stocking knitting in 16th century England (Lesley 
O’Connell Edwards). Finally, Tiina Kuokkanen shed 
light on the gender dimension of textile work by 
presenting the production of young women in 18th 
century Finland.
‘Deep in the matter: textiles, raw materials and novel 
scientific methods’ was hosted by Laura Viñas Caron 
and started with a lecture by Luise Ørsted Brandt about 
current developments in biomolecular approaches to 
the study of archaeological textiles and leather. It was 
followed by four papers detailing the new opportunities 
offered to textile research by palaeoproteomics (Jonas 
Holm Jæger), Fourier-transform infrared spectroscopy 
(FTIR) (Christina Margariti et al.), microscopy and 
computer tomographic (CT) scanning (Krista Vajanto 
et al.), and thin-layer chromatography (TLC) and high-
performance liquid chromotography (HPLC) (Maria 
Elisavet Samoili), which are especially useful for the 
better identification of raw materials such as animal 
and plant fibres and dyestuffs. 
‘Reuse, repair,    redesign’, led by Vivi Lena Andersen, 
took a novel approach by considering the whole 
lifecycle of textiles, including mending, patching, 
and repurposing. Ingun Grimstad Klepp opened the 
discussion by proposing to investigate past textile 
knowledge to revitalise our conception of textile 
production and consumption – as valuable and time-
consuming commodities – and reduce their impact 
on the environment. The many phases of repair and 
recycling of textiles for funerary use in ancient Egypt 
was the theme of two papers (Anne Kwaspen and Cinzia 
Oliva) whereas Lena Larsson Lovén focused on the 
Roman period. More recent perspectives were proposed 
in the study of reused and readapted textiles in 19th 
century Latvia (Ieva Pigozne) and traditional quilting 
techniques in contemporary India (Ritu Jadwani). 
‘Furnishing burials’ was headed by Ulla Lund Hansen 
and focused on textiles used inside graves, not only to 
wrap or clothe the body but also to provide the dead 
with soft furnishings. Marianne Vedeler insisted on 
the vital importance of textiles in understanding burial 
practices both on religious and practical levels, and on 
the role of context information in interpreting such 
finds within the funerary rites. Funerary beds and other 
furnishing textiles were explored through Hellenistic 
iconography (Demitra Andrianou) and Nubian textile 
remains (Elsa Yvanez). Funerary wrappings were 
also illustrated through the predynastic burial of an 
elephant in Egypt (Anne Drewsen) and through the 
internment of a 17th century BCE child in a wool 
shroud in Greece (Brendan Burke and Bela Dimova). 

proving – if proof be needed – that great developments 
are and have been undertaken by textile researchers 
in the last two decades in academia and beyond. The 
CTR team is very grateful to all audience members 
and presenters who contributed their time, work, and 
interests to a rich and full week. 
The lectures and video/poster presentations were 
organised in nine thematic sessions, exploring the 
past, present, and future of the field. Most sessions 
comprised a keynote lecture followed by four to six 
papers, a number of videos/posters, and a discussion 
segment conducted by the session chair and all 
participants during the evenings.
The first session was dedicated to setting the scene 
for today’s textile research. Lise Bender Jørgensen 
explored the discipline of textile archaeology in 
northern Europe, and Margarita Gleba proposed an 
overview of the same topic for the Mediterranean area. 
They both highlighted the great progress made in terms 
of publications, standardisation, and institutional 
recognition of the field, and noted the multiplication 
of current research themes. Some of these were then 
developed through the seven following sessions.
‘Landscapes of textile production’ was headed by 
Karina Grömer, who started by presenting the textile 
landscape of central Europe between 2000 BCE and 
1000 CE exploring technical, economic, and social 
aspects. Two papers then focused on textiles tools and 
their use and discovery contexts: a textile workshop of 
the Roman period in Portugal (Alexandre Goncalves 
and Ângela Ferreira) and Pre-Columbian graves 
(Elizabeth Palacios). Textile techniques was the next 
topic. It was illustrated by the study of Bronze Age 

Fig. 8: Klement Needham and Vivi Lena Andersen during the 
‘Reuse, repair, redesign’ session (Image: Elsa Yvanez)
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featured all the EuroWeb heads of the COST action’s 
working groups: Christina Margariti, Magdalena M. 
Wozniak, and Louise Quillien – as well as several key 
project people in charge of dissemination, training 
actions, and activities (Marie-Louise Nosch, Karina 
Grömer, Francesco Meo, Cécile Michel, Francisco B. 
Gomez, Rina Rammo, Kerstin Droß-Krüpe, and Angela 
Huang). Together, they presented the objectives of the 
action, the diverse projects underway, and reflected on 
the impact of Covid-19 on their activities. Despite the 
many hurdles, the network has grown and continues to 
grow as a model of integration joining textile scholars 
from different countries (31 EU countries plus Israel) 
and backgrounds. United under a (textile!) banner 
are archaeologists, historians, conservators, museum 
curators, craftspeople, and artists.
This session and the whole conference were concluded 
by a panel discussion between Ulla Mannering, 
Marianne Vedeler, Susanna Harris, Luise Ørsted 
Brand, Agata Ulanowska, and Elsa Yvanez. Together 
with the audience, the panel saluted the many new 
directions taken by textile research: the growth of 
sensory studies and experimental reconstructions 
make it possible to reach past textile consumers at the 
very intimate level of people’s skin, while the fast-
increasing body of data on textiles and tools permits 
the tracing of macro-trends in the production of textiles 
across vast regions of Europe and the Mediterranean.
More and more territories can also be added to our 
“textile map”, including countries in Asia, Africa, 
and South America, and expanding its chronological 
coverage two-ways, to far-removed prehistoric times 
and to closer modern and contemporary periods. 
Throughout this exponential progress, one of the most 

Marie-Louise Nosch led ‘Weaving sources together’ 
with keynote speaker Corinne Mühlemann, who 
studied medieval legal Islamic sources to expose 
the complex relationships between labour, artistic 
creation, and patronage in the design of textiles. The 
successful merging of historical, iconographical, and 
archaeological sources provided the basis for the 
following papers, resulting in new insights about 
the production and reconstruction of liturgical 
gloves (Angharad Thomas), Sogdian textiles and 
garments in central Asia (Zumrad Ilyasova and 
Alisher Begmatov, and the role of women in the 
textile industry of fourth century BCE Athens 
(Katherine Harrington). Legends and religious texts 
of the Medieval Ages were also combined with 
iconography to propose an inspiring reinterpretation 
of lace (Martha Verleyen) and personal accessories 
such as small purses (Sarah Randles).
‘Sensory studies  in  textile  research’, headed by Audrey 
Gouy, started with Susanna Harris’s keynote lecture, 
which presented the full range of textiles’ sensory 
qualities and interrogated their significance in past 
cultural environments. The tactile dimension of textiles 
and their ways of moving on the body when worn 
were then the focus of two papers: one about a first 
century CE skirt from Xinjiang (Ulrike Beck) and the 
other about medieval liturgical costumes (Julie Glodt). 
Sight (especially colour) and smell were then explored 
through people’s reception of Graeco-Roman statuary 
art (Cecilie Brøns). Finally, the sensory aspects of 
textile production itself were reported by Alexandra 
Makin with her experiments in the reconstruction of 
medieval embroideries. 
‘Ancient dress. Towards a global history of fashion’ 
was chaired by Elsa Yvanez. It began with Mary 
Harlow on a shopping tour through ancient Rome 
discovering the many retailers that supplied the city 
with diverse types of clothing products. The following 
papers illustrated different kinds of past fashion 
systems – never static but subject to many changes 
in material, forms, functions, and meanings – in the 
Neolithic Aegean and the Balkans (Kalliope Sarri), 
the Near East in the Bronze Age (Zahra Kouzehgari), 
the Roman provinces (Zofia Kaczmarek, Amy Place), 
and Sudan (Magdalena M. Wozniak). Each illustrated 
the power of dress in proclaiming aspects of personal 
or group identity. A contemporary example crossing 
Palestinian costume and diaspora in Scandinavia 
(Cailin Kwoh) provided poignant resonances to this 
seemingly universal issue.  
The last session was devoted to ‘Looking forward: 
EuroWeb and the future of textile research’. Hosted 
by the project’s leader, Agata Ulanowska, the session 

Fig. 9: Online and in-house participants (Image: Pernille Højfeld 
Nielsen)
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The conference was hosted by the University of Bonn, 
department of Christian Archaeology and organised 
by Petra Linscheid and Sabine Schrenk. The focus 
was on the value and benefit of textile research for 
archaeology by highlighting the “textile dimension” 
both in past cultures and in archaeology, with the aim 
of encouraging a dialogue between archaeology and 
textile research. Although much progress has been 
achieved in past decades, much unused potential 
remains. There is a need for – as Johanna Banck 
Burgess pointed out during the conference – more 
specialists to be engaged in this field.
The theme of the conference was closely related 
to the textile archaeological research focus of the 
department of Christian Archaeology at Bonn 
University. The occasion for the event was the 
processing of the “Textile Archive Hans-Jürgen 
Hundt”, which is in the possession of the Römisch-
Germanisches Zentralmuseum Mainz (RGZM), 
Germany. It is due to the pioneering work of 
Hans-Jürgen Hundt (1909 to 1990) that textiles are 
increasingly recognised in archaeology in Germany. 
A cooperative project between the RGZM and 
the Department of Christian Archaeology at the 
University of Bonn is currently making this large 
body of textile archaeological data available in a 
database. In accordance with Hundt’s research, a 

notable trends is the development of interdisciplinary 
projects combining a growing number of biomolecular 
analyses and digital techniques with textile 
archaeology.
Nowadays, textile research seems far better integrated 
in global historical and archaeological debates 
through specialised conference sessions and teaching 
courses arranged within generalist programmes 
and curriculum. However, the lack of specialised 
permanent positions throughout academia continues 
to undermine the long-term career sustainability for 
many textile researchers. Continuous efforts are still 

26 to 27 June 2021, Department of Christian Archaeology,  
University of Bonn, Germany, and online

The textile dimension:  
textile finds in archaeology

needed to merge our research objectives and scientific 
outputs within the greater contexts of archaeology 
and history, through collaborative (international) 
projects, publications, and teaching.
The CTR conference demonstrated that the field of 
textile research is now particularly active and diverse. 
It rests on a solid community of experienced scholars 
continuously enriched by new students and early 
career researchers, who together can propel the field 
through the challenges ahead to a bright future.

By Elsa Yvanez

broad temporal and geographical perspective was 
chosen for the conference: it covered Prehistory 
to the Early Middle Ages as well as European and 
Mediterranean regions. 
At the conference, a total of 16 speakers from 
eight countries presented case studies on fruitful 
collaboration between archaeology and textile 
research. Johanna Banck-Burgess (Landesamt für 
Denkmalpflege Baden-Württemberg, Germany) 
introduced the Stone and Bronze Age textiles 
preserved in lakeside settlements in southern Germany 
(project THEFBO), pointing to the frequent use of 
organic containers which were preferred to ceramic. 
Susanna Harris (University of Glasgow) reported on 
the textiles from the pile dwellings of Must Farm in 
the UK, providing a unique insight into Late Bronze 
Age textile production for daily life. Marie-Louise 
Nosch (Centre for Textile Research, University of 
Copenhagen, Denmark) reported on a collaborative 
project with Christina Margariti (Greek Ministry of 
Culture) and an international team to evaluate the 
archaeological significance on a large complex of 
textiles from the Late Bronze/Early Iron Age burial 
site of Stamna, Aetolia, western Greece. Iron Age 
textiles were also Margarita Gleba’s topic (University 
of Munich, Germany) – in particular, finds from the 
western Balkans and central Adriatic which mark the 
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production, monastic dress and burial practices. 
Orit Shamir and Alisa Baginski (Israel Antiquities 
Authority, Jerusalem, Israel) reported on Islamic and 
Early Medieval textile finds in Israel and the value and 
benefit of this material for archaeology in the country.  
The last papers concerned archaeological textile finds 
in Germany: Christina Peek (Niedersächsisches Institut 
für historische Küstenforschung, Wilhelmshaven, 
Germany) introduced textiles and organic finds from 
a migration period cemetery in Fallward, which reveal 
traditions and contacts of the northern Barbaricum to 
the Roman world, Scandinavia and the British Isles. 
Ina Schneebauer-Meißner (University of Munich, 
Germany) reported on her investigations into early 
medieval textiles from graves in the cemetery of 
Petting in Bavaria. A detailed analysis of the technical 
data of each fragment and an evaluation of its position 
and stratigraphy in the grave revealed the function 
and social meaning of many of the textiles. The last 
paper by Tracy Niepold (University of Bamberg, 
Germany) introduced extraordinary textiles, both in 
terms of their preservation and their quality, from an 
early medieval burial in Trossingen, southwestern 
Germany.
A splendid evening lecture was presented by 
Karina Grömer (Naturhistorisches Museum, Wien, 
Austria) entitled “Archaeological Textile Research – 
Understanding the Past for our Society of the Future”. 
The thrust of the paper was twofold: it demonstrated 
the various methods and aspects of archaeological 
textile research; and it showed the benefit of 
archaeological textile knowledge for contemporary 
issues of resource conservation and sustainability.
Originally planned for 2020, the conference had to 
be postponed to 2021 because of the pandemic. The 
meeting was a hybrid one (a mixed face-to-face and 
online event). About 50 people from all over the world 
participated online. For some of them, the different 
time zones shifted the meeting into the night hours. 
Following the presentations, lively discussions 
took place between the participants present at the 
conference in person and those connected online. 
The atmosphere and the beautiful ambience of the 
ceremonial hall and the interaction of the attendees 
were definitely communicated to the people online. 
Positive feedback showed that the hybrid format of 
the conference was successful and positively different 
from a pure online conference.
The event was made possible by the funding of 
the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft and the 
Universitätsgesellschaft Bonn. 

By Petra Linscheid and Sabine Schrenk

crossroads between two different textile traditions 
(project PROCON).
Three papers concerned textiles from the northern 
Roman provinces. Sylvia Mitschke (Reiss-Engelhorn-
Museen, Mannheim, Germany) gave a lecture about 
her research on the large assemblages of Roman textile 
finds from Mainz. Her analytical investigations into 
the quality of the wool fibres provide new insight 
into the Roman textile economy. Frances Pritchard 
(Manchester, UK) reported on a rare case of textile finds 
from Roman London, indicating that Romanisation in 
Londinium happened quickly after the invasion. The 
impact of textile research in architectural and small 
finds studies was demonstrated by Judit Pásztókai-
Szeöke (Budapest, Hungary), who introduced the 
archaeological remains of a workshop for cloth 
refurbishment in Roman Savaria including finds of 
textile tools and commercial lead tags.
Elsa Yvanez (Centre for Textile Research, University of 
Copenhagen, Denmark) took delegates to the Nubian 
site of Karanog, where Meroitic textile finds (100 CE to 
300 CE) reveal dress practices and funeral rites. 
The next section included presentations on 
Late Antique Egypt. Cäcilia Fluck (Museum für 
Byzantinische Kunst, Berlin, Germany) spoke about 
children’s and women’s clothing in the museum’s 
collection and evaluated them in the light of parallel 
finds from recent excavations in Egypt. Béatrice Huber 
(University of Tübingen, Germany) introduced her 
excavations in Sharuna, Middle Egypt, where she 
evaluated textiles in their archaeological find context. 
Sabrina Tatz (University of Bonn, Germany) reported 
on her work on the textile finds at the monastic site of 
Deir el Bachit, providing evidence for monastic textile 

Fig. 10: Hybrid discussions between participants present in the 
ceremonial hall and those connected online (Image: Sabine 
Schrenk)
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were shared using social media outlets, and included 
in the discussion sessions. Even though this format 
required participants to engage prior to the conference 
it also lightened the online conference participation. 
Online conferences can be strenuous, with long days 
sitting by the computer listening to presentations with 
no or little engagement. This format decreased the level 
of day-of-presentation stress and allowed participants 
and presenters to concentrate on the discussions. This 
format went beyond the question-and-answer sessions 
built into traditional conference schedules to create 
deeper and often more personal conversations, with 
several conversations often occurring simultaneously. 
Because on-screen video conversations could continue 
in the chat beyond the time scheduled, this often 
resulted in deeper, more organic discussions across 
both formats. 
Tuesday’s sessions were largely organised by era 
and included sessions on early textile production, 
Bronze Age fibres and fabric production, and Vendel 
and Viking Age textiles. The day ended with the live 
keynote lecture by Ulla Moilanen: “All we need is ... 
a detailed look into grave contexts”. The keynote 
explored the impacts of gender-based assumptions 
in burial clothing and the complex issues which arise 
from these assumptions.
The programme continued on Wednesday with a 
series of context and materials-focused sessions. 
These addressed the colourful past and weaving, 
textiles from shipwrecks and cloth reproductions, the 
reproduction of decorative textiles, and ended with a 
session on caps, laces and looped textiles. 
The symposium wrapped up on Thursday, with 
sessions addressing collections and collection 
management and context-specific materials. The first 
session discussed projects handling large collections 
followed by sessions on the clothing of priests and 
monks, clothing and textile finds from working 
contexts, burial textiles, in addition to a session on 
fibres and taphonomy. The day ended with a farewell 
from conference organiser Sanna Lipkin. Overall, the 
symposium was successful, despite facing a number 
of challenges due to ongoing travel restrictions 
and health concerns. Because the conference was 
hosted online, there seemed to be a larger number 

The fourteenth Northern European Symposium for 
Archaeological Textiles (NESAT) meeting was hosted 
by the University of Oulu, Finland, 23 to 26 August 
2021. The organising committee was headed by Sanna 
Lipkin (University of Oulu) and Saara Tuovinen was 
the conference secretary (University of Oulu). Other 
members of the committee were Krista Vajanto (Aalto 
University), Jenni Suomela (University of Helsinki) and 
Erika Ruhl (University at Buffalo). The conference was 
initially scheduled for May 2020 but was postponed 
due to the pandemic. Overall, about 150 participants 
attended virtually across three continents and at least 
24 countries. To accommodate the myriad of different 
time zones, the symposium was hosted later in the day 
than is usual (which those attending from across the 
globe greatly appreciated!). 
The conference kicked off on Monday with a unique, 
crafts-based research event, which focused on the 
practical aspects and application of textile work and 
handicraft skills. This event was originally scheduled 
as a meet-and-greet evening at which delegates could 
visit various exhibits and demonstrations. With the 
shift to a virtual format, this session moved online 
as well. Presenters gave their demonstrations live 
over Zoom, and the session showcased presenters’ 
handicraft skills and technical research innovations. 
Overall, the presenters found creative, innovative, 
and sometimes inventive ways to give up-close-and-
personal view of the “hows” of textile work, despite 
the interesting context of videoconferencing.
The first academic sessions of NESAT XIV began on 
Tuesday with Sanna Lipkin’s welcome and lecture 
on archaeological textiles from northern Finland. The 
academic sessions covered a broad sweep of topics and 
ranged from technical and analysis-based presentations 
to contextual and collections-based material. In contrast 
with traditional conference formats, attendees were 
provided with a link to prerecorded presentations prior 
to the conference. The symposium sessions were largely 
discussion-based and provided space for researchers 
and attendees to engage in dialogue. The session chairs 
guided discussion, while attendees were asked to bring 
their questions to the table by either using the “raise 
your hand” Zoom feature or by typing their questions 
into the chat. In addition to short videos, some posters 

23 to 26 August 2021, University of Oulu, Finland and online

North European Symposium for  
Archaeological Textiles 
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to removing linguistic barriers to participation. This 
format allowed participants to process information on 
their own time and return to it later if needed, further 
enhancing attendees’ engagement with the material 
and one another in the live discussion sessions. 
After the symposium, some of the video presentations 
will remain available at the conference webpage 
(www.nesatxiv.org) where there are also links to the 
social media posters on Facebook and Instagram. The 
conference proceedings will be published online in 
Monographs of the Archaeological Society of Finland.

By Erika Ruhl & Sanna Lipkin

of both early career researchers and non-academics 
in attendance; one such attendee stated that they 
found the online environment less intimidating, 
more accessible, and more cost-effective. Throughout 
the conference, dialogue occurred not only on the 
main “stage” of the conference call, but also within 
the conference chat. Due to these complementary 
features, multiple conversations occurred around 
similar materials. Additionally, the use of prerecorded 
videos with symposium sessions reserved for 
discussion made the conference both more accessible 
and inclusive. This included decreasing the financial 
burden which often limits attendance, in addition 

Fig 11: Some of the NESAT XIV participants at the end of the conference


