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Publicness and democracy – call for exhibition contribution 
Dear all, 

In line with previous workshops we would like to invite you to contribute to the upcoming PuSH 
exhibition in Norway by responding to two questions:  

1. Democratic publicness:  How do democracy and public spaces relate to each other in your cases 
and which instances of publicness contribute to spaces’ democratic capacity? 

2. Urban renewal: How have public spaces on your sites been renovated, upgraded, developed, or 
changed from their original design – particularly in ways that affect democratic publicness? 

These questions respond directly to the Norwegian work package and a request from our non-academic 
partners to better understand the implications of renewal efforts upon sites of publicness in social 
housing, cooperative housing and mass housing. The transformation of public spaces in urban renewal is 
critical to understanding the Norwegian case of Fjell and sparks many questions crucial to considering 
democratic publicness – intertwining the two concepts. Fjell has seen significant investment in public 
space renovation, new publics being invited to the neighborhood, and common areas redesigned to serve 
as public parks and playgrounds. Participation and local democracy are stated foundations of Fjell’s 
renewal project “Fjell 2020.” This project is already considered a precedent for Drammen’s next urban 
renewal project and for future renewal efforts in social housing estates nationally.  
 
Democracy and publicness: We start with an understanding that democratic performances in any housing 
estate are about everyday performances and will likely differ from those one might expect in main urban 
plazas or government buildings. In addition, we expect that within housing estates, democratic 
performances and sites of democratic publicness may vary greatly across our different contexts - being 
supported or suppressed by the built environment in varying manners. From our theoretical positioning 
work, we have identified four types of democratic performance that might happen in public space and 
create democratic publicness by bringing together different “we’s”: deliberating; articulating the mutual; 
making claims; and representing electorates. You are welcome to use these (as elaborated upon in the 
positioning paper attached), and to suggest further potentials for the conceptualization using theory, 
empirical data, and/or intuition regarding the theme. Based on our findings to date, political engagement 
in Fjell appears limited. We therefore wonder how different publics in all the cases engage politically. As 
we all look at modernistic architecture and we all look at social housing, we have an opportunity to add 
this comparative element to our research.  
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Pictures and texts are welcome as ways to respond to this call, but we would also like to challenge all the 
teams to experiment with how to visualize publicness of spaces for this episode of the exhibition. What 
kind of maps and graphic representation do you find useful to explain (democracy and) publicness of 
spaces in your cases? We aim to run a session about visualizing publicness of spaces during our 
workshop, where we might discuss and exchange ideas for this across the cases. Some elements to keep 
in mind here are 1) how to analyze and portray publicness across different spatial scales and 2) how to 
show the multiplicity of publicness encounters that can happen in a given space. 

Deliverables: We thereby invite you to experiment with different media to represent your idea 
of democratic publicness formatted in spreads of 2-vertical A3 pages (using the first exhibition version as 
a template). Kindly submit the following materials to ERDA at io.erda.dk/PuSH/WP6 (CH-DK) exhibition 
tool/03_Drammen_exhibition no later than 15. August 2020 for the September 2-5 workshop: 
 

1. A map of sites of publicness and democracy showing the sites of democratic publicness for your 
case in democracy-blue, following past exhibition standards. 

2. A set of pictures for sites of (democracy and) publicness with supporting texts and/or diagrams 
with short but sufficiently explanatory captions (30-60 words / 200-400 characters). If 
applicable, these should include a focus on urban renewal of public spaces. We suggest using 
the Sites of Publicness-spreads from the first exhibition as a template with all text in 
democracy-blue, 1-2 spreads in total. 

3. “Publicness and Democracy at (YOURCASENAME)” – 1-2 spreads in total including:  
• a short text explaining how you approached democratic publicness in your case, 
formatted using the page Publicness and CATEGORY as a template.  
• various media to support the text (i.e. transcriptions of interviews; abstract of laws or 
regulations; short accounts of events; definitions, and the like). If applicable, this should 
include a focus on urban renewal of public spaces, that is pictures, plans, diagrams and text 
that explain changes and upgrades to spaces of publicness on your site, alongside effects upon 
democratic publicness. You may use a 3-column format similar to the timeline in the previous 
exhibitions with all text in democracy-blue. 

4. Optional – Diagrams, maps, or schemes in vector or raster format, color or black and white – 
high resolution images (i.e. network analysis maps, graphic representations of official data, data 
tables, conceptual diagrams, etc.) – freely formatted on exhibition-consistent A3 spreads with 
all text in democracy-blue. Models, animations or short videos (up to 1 minute) are also 
welcome here. 

 
These submissions will guide several of our discussions in the September workshop. We will work 
towards publicly displaying an abridged version of the exhibition in Drammen, so kindly ask you to notify 
us of any spreads that should not be displayed publicly. We are working towards finding sites to display 
both the public and internal versions of the exhibition and will organize the submitted spreads in the 
space available. In case you have any questions regarding content or layout of the exhibition, please mail 
Melissa and Anne. 
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