
u n i ve r s i t y  o f  co pe n h ag e n  

Murayghat

Kerner, Susanne

Published in:
Archaeology in Jordan

Publication date:
2020

Document version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Document license:
Unspecified

Citation for published version (APA):
Kerner, S. (2020). Murayghat. Archaeology in Jordan, 2(2018-19), 80-82.

Download date: 23. maj. 2023

https://curis.ku.dk/portal/da/persons/susanne-kerner(1f8e114e-b1e2-4637-8eab-1d7f7ccb19a4).html
https://curis.ku.dk/portal/da/publications/murayghat(8d00f7a9-3737-4fb4-b3bc-9069bc6c0bfa).html


The survey continued partly as a rescue operation, as 
the construction of a road to the west of Murayghat in 
2018 led to the disturbance of several ancient remains. 
Tumulus L.5008, which was robbed in 2015, and a late 
antique structure (L.5010 and L.5007), most likely a farm, 
were documented. The regular survey in area 4 led to the 
documentation of 15 dolmens, which were more or less 
collapsed (L.4057, 4058, 4059, 4065, 4069, 4070, 4074, 
4075, 4127, 4129, 4132, 4137, 4139, 4140, 4145). Other items 
included several caves or cave entrances and a number of 
varied stone structures. The dolmens were not all complete 
but showed remains of platforms on which they had been 
built.
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Fig. 1. Murayghat bowl with groups of two ledge handles above each other 
and single ledge handles alternating. The bowl was reconstructed through 
the ACOR Conservation Cooperative.
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Excavation continued as well. Trench 1 was laid out east and west of two large standing 
stones (the “western gate”) in O49. The trench was excavated through several layers of 
fill to a thin layer of disintegrated limestone directly above bedrock in the eastern trench 
1. The western trench showed under the first fill layers a stone pavement and, in front of 
the southern standing stone, three closely packed smaller stones, which might well have 
functioned as anchoring material. The southern standing stone was over 2.2 m tall and stood 
on a thin layer of fill material above the bedrock. The different fill layers contained many 
pottery fragments, which dated mostly to the Early Bronze Age (EBA).

Trench 3 and 4 were partly reopened and enlarged to the south (trench 3.4). Several 
Middle Bronze Age (MBA) walls were removed to establish the stratigraphy in the trench. 
The later MBA walls and the mixed MBA/EBA layers were divided by a yellowish fill indicating 
a flooding event. Below this fill was a large pit disturbing the double-faced wall 15 (L.1916) 
and wall 19 (L.1919). Wall 15 runs eastwards towards the long wall 1 (L.1307). All walls were 
founded (at least partly) on virgin soil. Walls 1, 15, and 19 are built similarly and form a 
rectangle that contains a rubble platform and date originally most likely to the EBA, but they 
have mixed fill layers (EBA/MBA) running against them in the upper layers.

A second later flooding event (also in the MBA), connected to the large chalky surface in 
the eastern part of trench 4/4.2, had been excavated in earlier years. This all indicates much 
wetter climatic conditions during the MBA.

Fig. 2. Trench 8 with the structure excavated so far and its continuation to the east.
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In trench 3.4, massive wall 14 (L.1714) and wall 22 (L.2283) run roughly parallel, but wall 
14 has an apsidal end that does not reach wall 22. Both walls were connected to a much-
damaged earthen floor. On the floor or slightly above it, a number of nearly complete broken 
ceramic vessels, stone tools, and one possible bone tool were excavated. The pottery dates 
to the EBA Ia and shows some unusual forms, such as a many-handled Murayghat bowl (Fig. 
1). Under the floor, virgin soil was reached. Several large toppled orthostats (L.1723) form a 
line at the northwestern end of the room. 

At dolmen L.7008 the relationship between dolmen, walls, and the platform around it were 
investigated in trench 7. The dolmen is 3.20 m long, 2.80 m wide, and 1.25 m tall, making it 
one of the larger stone structures, and it is situated on a slope, which drops down towards 
Wadi Zarqa Ma’in. The excavation showed that L.7008 was surrounded by a platform formed 
by wall 19 and wall 21. The platform was built on L.7022, a layer of packed sand and many 
pebbles, which contained small amounts of EBA pottery.

Trench 8 (in area I/J50) caught a rectangular structure that could be excavated to a depth 
of only 0.2 to 0.5 m in this 10 x 10 m trench. The trench included—already visible at the 
beginning—a wall on the northern side (wall 25/L.112) and a line of standing stones ca. 7 
m parallel to the south (wall 23 and wall 24). Walls 25 and 24 continued eastwards outside 
trench 8. Another perpendicular running line of standing stones is at the western border of 
the trench. These walls thus form a structure of ca. 8 m x 20 m, with some internal division 
walls (Fig. 2). The outer walls are double faced and over 1 m thick. So far, only fill layers 
with much rubble and fragmented finds have been excavated. In the southwest corner, large 
amounts of EBA pottery and some basalt items (e.g., grinders) were found. 

All trenches were refilled at the end of the season. Several fill layers were sieved to varying 
degrees, ranging from 20 to 100 percent.
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