
The cross-linguistic symposium on the role of syntax in reading 
comprehension 

 
Understanding texts requires understanding sentences, but until recently there has been relatively 
little research on the relation between individual differences in the ability to comprehend syntactic 
information in sentences and text reading comprehension. This on-line symposium gathers 
researchers studying this relationship across multiple languages. A special focus area of the 
symposium is how the ability to comprehend syntactic information can or should be measured. The 
point of departure for the symposium are the papers Poulsen & Gravgaard (2016) and Duncan, 
Mimeau, Crowell & Deacon (advance online publ). 
 
Date & time: Friday November 13th, 2020. Copenhagen 15:00; Halifax 10:00; Toronto 9:00. 
Place: zoom 
 

Program 
Session 1 (total 65 minutes) 

• Introduction (5 minutes) 
• Tamara Sorenson Duncan, Mimeau, Crowell & Deacon: Reading comprehension and 

individual differences in English-speaking, fifth-grade students’ understanding of basic 
(canonical) sentences? (10 minutes) 

• Mads Poulsen: Remembering or understanding who is doing what to whom? (10 minutes) 
• Discussion (40 minutes) 

 
Break (10 minutes) 
 
Session 2 (total 65 minutes) 

• Elizabeth McKay, Sorenson Duncan & Deacon: The contributions of syntactic skills to 
reading comprehension: A meta-analysis. (10 + 10 minutes) 

• Jessie Leigh Nielsen, Christensen & Poulsen: Measuring syntactic skill: How much do 
different tests of syntactic skill rely on problem-solving skill? (10 + 10 minutes) 

• Juwaira Sohail, Fejzo, Hipfner-Boucher & Chen:  The contribution of syntactic awareness to 
French reading comprehension: Data from L1 and L2 speakers (15+10 minutes) 

 
Break (10 minutes) 
 
Session 3 (60 minutes) 

• Rikke Vang Christensen: Metalinguistic syntax intervention - a way to enhance text 
comprehension? (10 + 10 minutes) 

• Hélène Deacon: Sentences—from above and within. (10 minutes) 
• Discussion: 20 minutes 

 
Ending: Copenhagen 18:20; Halifax 13:20; Toronto 12:20.  
 
Organizing committee: Mads Poulsen, Tamara Sorenson Duncan & Hélène Deacon 
The symposium is hosted by The University of Copenhagen. 


