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How do students in landscape architecture best 

they conceptualize and design responses to these 

In design studios landscape architecture students 
typically develop their analysis and design work 

drawings, photographs and models. The common 

work, but they can also cause a dilemma and a gap 
in the teaching setup in terms of site understanding 

are a way of adding methods to the more classic 
modes of analysis and design proposals. 

bridge the gap through a studio setup where students 

where (part of) their design response becomes full-

site analysis into site designs. 

UIS course has developed and adapted to various 

series of design pedagogic frameworks are stable and 

experimental mapping, a panel and dialogue debate 
with the most important stakeholders, the urban 
breakfast salon that frames onsite dialogues, the 

recurrent elements of the course. By taking a point 
of departure in an embodied site analysis, various 

of design pedagogy in terms of the methodological 
spectrum and the site challenges addressed, 

and engagement methods. 

Each year the course changes site and focus based on 
current urban agendas and challenges. Whereas during 

we now increasingly address other types of sites such 

places that can be anything from a former military 

becomes part of the site, which means that we can 
apply structured site studies easily, but the constant 
presence also means that the atmospheres and 

that of the cultural, social and historical (Kwoon 2004). 

develop methods of site understanding that link and 

as well as more overall urban development agendas. 
These poles meet on site and in dialogue with the site. 
The studio format allows us to research and test in a 

The brief the students are given provides a design 

historic traces of the local site through adding new 
layers of accessibility, experience, and meaning. It can 

the surroundings in a new way or a scenography that 
invites us to play and interact. 

a past military site now transformed into a theatre 

loading crane was converted into a swing hovering 
over the waterfront reprogramming a new logic 
onto a harbour industry relict. Water Within Reach 

decks descending stone boulders towards the water. 


