
u n i ve r s i t y  o f  co pe n h ag e n  

Development News: no. 3

Skarvig, Isabelle

Publication date:
2008

Citation for published version (APA):
Skarvig, I. (Ed.) (2008). Development News: no. 3. Forest & Landscape, University of Copenhagen.

Download date: 23. maj. 2023

https://curis.ku.dk/portal/da/publications/development-news-no-3(a8d8c6be-2159-4612-85b3-7bf764bf30ca).html


D E V E L O P M E N T

Dear readers,

Welcome to a new issue of the newsletter of the 

development and environment programme of the 

Danish Centre for Forest, Landscape and Planning, 

University of Copenhagen. Let me use this oppor-

tunity to advertise for the Climate Congress, which 

will take place in Copenhagen from 10 to 12 March 

2009. In this newsletter you can read more about 

the congress and in particular the forest related ses-

sions. You can also read about new activities and 

projects initiated in collaboration with our partners 

and recent publications. 

Kind regards

Niels Elers Koch 

Director General

IARU, the International Alliance of 10 of 

the world’s leading Research Universities, 

comprising University of Copenhagen, 

Australian National University, ETH Zürich, 

National University of Singapore, Peking 

University, University of California-Berke-

ley, University of Cambridge, University 

of Oxford, University of Tokyo and Yale 

University, is organizing an international 

congress on climate change 10-12 March 

2009 in Copenhagen under the heading: 

Global risks, challenges and decisions. 

The congress precedes the COP15 of the 

UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, 

which will take place at the end of 2009, also in 

Copenhagen. The main findings of the congress 

will be included in the material for the COP15. 

The tentative programme can be downloaded 

from www.climatecongress.ku.dk/programme. In 

addition to plenum sessions, there are a total of 

57 parallel sessions planned at the moment; many 

are highly relevant for forests and forestry issues. 

See page 2 for two of the sessions targeting for-

ests and climate issues in particular.
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Special sessions on forests at the 2009  
Copenhagen Climate Congress
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Session 25: the role of forests in climate change  

mitigation

This session will be chaired by Frances Seymour, Director Gen-
eral of the Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR). 
The purpose of this session is to highlight the policy implica-
tions of research findings related to the role of forests in the 
mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions. Papers presented at 
the session will focus on two sets of challenges: 

(1) What are the key barriers to bringing Reducing Emissions 
from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD) into 
the global climate protection regime – such as defin-
ing baselines and monitoring systems, creating financial 
mechanisms, and controlling international leakage – and 
how can they be overcome? 

(2) What are the most important opportunities and risks to be 

managed in the national implementation of REDD strategies – 

including those related to weak institutional capacity, unclear 

rights to forest carbon, and opportunities for co-benefits re-

lated to poverty reduction and biodiversity conservation? For 

both sets of challenges, what approaches to regime design 

and program formulation and implementation are likely to be 

most effective, efficient, and equitable?

 

Session 38. Adapting forests to climate change

This session is chaired by Dr. Niels Elers Koch, Director General of 

the Danish Centre for Forest, Landscape and Planning, University 

of Copenhagen and vice President of the International Union of 

Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO). This session aims at pre-

senting adaptation strategies, policies and measures for forests, 

to climate change that are based on the best knowledge availa-

ble. Changes in the climatic system significantly affect the world’s 

forests causing changes in the physiology, structure, composition 

and health of these ecosystems. Key environmental services pro-

vided by forests, including their ability to serve as carbon sinks 

are also at risk. The multiple social and economic effects of these 

changes on rural livelihoods and the forest sector are increasingly 

being recognized. By developing suitable responses to adaptati-

on, harmful effects of climate change on forests and trees can be 

moderated, and beneficial opportunities for people and nature 

can be exploited. 

Deadline for abstract and poster submission is 1 November 2008. 

Further information on the congress and on-line registration at 

www.climatecongress.ku.dk

Domestication of Jatropha curcas for oil production on 

smallholder farms in the Sudano-Sahelian region with 

focus on Mali, 2009-2013

This project has been approved for funding with a grant of 

6.6 million DKK from Danida’s Consultative Research Com-

mittee for Development Research (FFU).

The project shall establish and disseminate pre-breeding 

knowledge for Jatropha curcas and facilitate future access to 

improved planting material in Mali for bio-energy production. 

Innovative approaches for farmer lead domestication (incl. 

adaptive strategies to climate change) are in focus. 

The development objective of the project is to test and im-

prove local renewable sources of biomass based energy (Jat-

ropha curcas and other drought resistant oil producing peren-

nial species) for local consumption in Mali.

The specific objective of the project is exploration, evaluation, 

conservation, sustainable production and utilization of genetic 

resources of Jatropha curcas for oil production in Mali, and 

screening of possible alternative species for the same purpose 

in co-operation with Institut d’Economie Rural (IER), Mali-

Folkecenter (MFC) and associated farmers, Mali Biocarburant 

SA  (MBSA) and associated farmers (Union Local des Societes 

Cooperatives de Producteurs du Pourghere de Koulikouro 

(ULSPP)),  the International Crops Research Institute for the 

Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT), the World Agroforestry Centre 

(ICRAF), and  Forest & Landscape Denmark (FLD).

Expected results (outputs) of the project are:

 Output 1. Genetic resources and breeding system of Jat-

ropha curcas characterised with molecular markers (year 

1-3).

 Output 2. Test and breeding populations of Jatropha cur-

cas established (year 1) and evaluated (Year 2-5) in Mali:

 Output 3. Use of improved planting material of Jatropha 

curcas in Mali (year 4-5).

 Output 4. Alternative oil producing species for arid and 

semi-arid lands identified and strategies for their charac-

terisation, mobilisation and further domestication sug-

gested.

Further information: Erik D. Kjaer edk@life.ku.dk

New project

Jatropha curcas fruits. Source: www.jatropha.org.nz/images
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News from  projects
SUtroFor and SUFonAMA call for applications – 40 MSc 

scholarships available

Forest and Landscape Denmark co-ordinates the two joint 

European elite Erasmus Mundus MSc programmes in Sustain-

able Tropical Forestry (SUTROFOR) and Sustainable Forest 

and Nature Management (SUFONAMA). SUTROFOR quali-

fies graduates to deal with the challenges in contemporary 

tropical forestry;  - sustainable tropical forest management is 

becoming increasingly complex. SUFONAMA qualifies gradu-

ates to deal with the challenges of modern natural resources 

management in Europe and other temperate regions, i.e. 

sustainable management of forests and nature areas in an 

integrated landscape context.

There is huge international interest in both programmes. Full 

descriptions of the two Erasmus Mundus MSc programmes, 

inclusive of application procedure and forms, are found on 

www.sutrofor.net and www.sufonama.net. Around 40 schol-

arships, each of € 42,000 (€ 21,000 annually for two years), 

are available. Application deadline for non-EU students is 

16th January 2009, for EU students 14th August 2009. Study 

start in autumn 2009.

First SUtroFor graduates from Forest and Landscape Denmark

The first SUTROFOR students have graduated after two years 

of hard work and demanding studies. On Wednesday 27th 

August 2008, five SUTROFOR students publicly defended 

their MSc theses at Forest and Landscape Denmark with 

success. Congratulations from Forest and Landscape Den-

mark to Yan Zhou (China), Neima Aliyi (Ethiopia), Wantanee 

Choochuang (Thailand), Prativa Sapkota (Nepal) Ugyen Tenzin 

(Bhutan)! The students here seen (left to right) with their 

supervisors from Forest and Landscape Denmark and staff 

from the Erasmus Mundus Secretariat. Currently, 70 students 

are enrolled at the five European partner universities in the 

SUTROFOR programme; of which 19 are studying at Forest 

and Landscape Denmark.

Further information: Carsten S. Olsen cso@life.ku.dk

Ph.D. course in decentralised forest management

In recent years, FLD has stepped up its research on popular 

participation in forest management. Such community or de-

centralised forest management systems have over the past 

decades increasingly gained recognition by governments of 

the developing world, and recent studies indicate that today 

there are at least as many hectares of forest under some form 

of community management as there are forest areas under 

formal protected area systems. FLD research efforts under 

Danida funded long-term research and capacity building 

(Enreca) projects in Bolivia, Nepal and Tanzania seeking to im-

prove our understanding of the conditions under which such 

management systems cater for sustainable forest manage-

ment and improved rural livelihoods. 

The research efforts under the Enreca projects have been sup-

plemented by a group of 5-6 PhD students doing research in 

Bolivia, Nepal, Tanzania and India on similar topics. Already, 

the research efforts have resulted in the publication of several 

peer-reviewed articles, reports and policy briefs focussing on 

popular participation in forest management, and in the or-

ganisation of a PhD course on decentralised natural resources 

management at FLD in May 2008. Fourteen doctoral students 

from ten countries in Europe, Asia, South America, and Africa 

attended the course and we were honoured by the participa-

tion of Dr. Anja Nygren from University of Helsinki and Dr. 

Jesse Ribot from World Resources Institute as guest teachers. 

For more information about the research area contact 

Thorsten Treue, ttr@life.ku.dk or 

Jens Friis Lund, jens@life.ku.dk. 

The graduating SUTROFOR students and their supervisors

Two of the course participants: Maria Andrea Nardi from Argen-

tina (left) and Signe Marie Cold-Ravnkilde from Denmark (right). 
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New publications

A. Peer reviewed articles

bassirou belem, carsten Smith olsen, Ida theilade, 

ronald bellefontaine, Sita Guinko, Anne Mette Lykke, 

Adama Diallo, Joseph I. boussim, 2008. 

Identification des arbres hors forêt préférés des populations 

du Sanmatenga (Burkina Faso). Bois et Forests des Tropiques 

vol. 298 (4): 55-66.

b. Development and environment

Singh, r.V., P. Singh, Lauritz Aalling Hansen and Lars 

Graudal. 2008

Medicinal Plants, their Conservation, Use and Production in 

Southern India. Development and Environment  No. 11, 2008

Abstract: Towards the end of the 20th century, the millennia 

old indigenous knowledge of traditional health care as well 

as the natural resource base of the traditional health systems 

in India had become endangered. To initiate a reverse of this 

situation, a project called »Strengthening the Medicinal Plants 

Resource Base in Southern India in the Context of Primary 

Health Care« was executed by the Foundation for Revitalisa-

tion of Local Health Traditions (FRLHT) from 1993-2004 with 

the support of Danida; and a larger national programme on 

promoting conservation of medicinal plants and traditional 

knowledge for enhancing health and livelihood security was 

initiated in 2006 with the support of UNDP.

The current report summarises status in 2007 of experiences 

and lessons learnt from the Danida supported activities and 

provides recommendations for improvements of the different 

models for conservation and development used in India so far. 

The development of a strategy and an integrated national pro-

gramme for conservation of medicinal plants genetic resources 

in India is considered an urgent need and the elements of such 

a strategy and programme are described in the report.

c. other publications

Jens Friis Lund, Helle overgaard Larsen, bir bahadur 

Khanal chhetri, Santosh rayamajhi, Øystein Juul 

nielsen, carsten Smith olsen, Patricia Uberhuaga, Lila 

Puri and José Pablo Prado córdova (2008): 

When theory meets reality - how to do forest income surveys 

in practice. Forest & Landscape Working Papers No. 29-2008. 

Forest & Landscape Denmark, Hørsholm.

theilade, I. 2008 

Penanstammen og kampen om Borneos skove. Skov & Folk 

2: 12.

theilade, I. 2008 

Traditional knowledge in participatory forestry. Poster IUFRO 

conference. Nancy, France. 

theilade, I, Schmidt, L., McDonald, A. and chang, P. 2008 

Evergreen swamp forest: a rare and endemic forest type of 

central lowlands, Cambodia. 14th Flora of Thailand Meeting. 

Published by Natural History Museum of Denmark, University 

of Copenhagen and Department of Biological Sciences, Sys-

tematic Botany, University of Aarhus.


