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 NEWS
A busy year ahead of us…..
First, may i use this opportunity to extend my very best wishes for 

2009 to all our readers! 2009 will, like 2008, be a busy year for all of 

us. Many of us in the forestry society will, in various ways, be involved 

in discussions and activities in relation to forests and climate, which 

hopefully will culminate in december here in Copenhagen with the 

inclusion of emissions from deforestation and forest degradation in 

the post 2012 climate agreement to replace the Kyoto protocol. 

Again, i would like to invite you to check out the international sci-

entific Congress on Climate Change at this address www.climate-

congress.ku.dk/, which the University of Copenhagen, together 

with the partner universities in the international Alliance of re-

seach Universities, will hold on 10-12 March 2009. in addition to a 

broad and exciting programme, which will include various forestry 

sessions, the recommendations of the Congress will feed into the 

CoP-15 meeting. see in particular under ‘special events, Forest day 3’. 

As a member of the local organizing committee, Fld is involved in the 

planning and implementation. information from the event will be re-

ported in the next issue. We look forward to seeing many of our read-

ers here in Copenhagen at these events. i wish you good reading!

Kind regards

niels elers Koch, director-General

Course on sustainable biomass supply 
and the Clean development Mechanism

As part of on-going cooperation with the dept. of Forestry, 

Faculty of Agrisciences at stellenbosch University (sUn) in 

south Africa, Fld have been involved in lecturing graduate 

students in the subject of sustainable biomass supply.  

in 2006, the south African national energy research 

institute (sAneri) selected sUn to host a national post-

graduate renewable energy hub. the overall objective of 

this initiative was to develop and enhance national capacity 

in renewable and sustainable energy in support of acceler-

ated and shared economic growth. the hub, known as the 

‘Centre for renewable and sustainable energy studies’ 

(http://academic.sun.ac.za/crses/index.htm) constitutes 

sAneri, sUn, the University of Cape town (UCt) and the 

sustainability institute.   

the sustainability institute, an international living and 

learning centre located outside stellenbosch in 

partnership with the school of Public Manage-

ment and Planning at stellenbosch University, is 

involved as a primary partner in the programme. 

the sustainability institute forms part of the wider 

lynedoch ecoVillage. this is an emerging ecologi-

cally designed socially mixed community built 

around a learning precinct, and offers a learning 

environment for students ranging from primary 

school, through bachelors, masters, and executive 

programmes. it offers a unique African setting 

where creative work and learning can be inspired 

by the challenges of sustainability in practice. 

the sustainability institute participates in the 

programme through the sharing of course mod-

ules, research projects and students. see www.

sustainabilityinstitute.net.

Pollarded tree (Parkia biglobosa) in an 

experiment on tree crop interaction in 

Burkina Faso

http://climatecongress.ku.dk/
http://climatecongress.ku.dk/
http://academic.sun.ac.za/crses/index.htm
http://www.sustainabilityinstitute.net
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Participants attending the course came from diverse backgrounds 

ranging from professional foresters, environmental scientists and 

policy makers. Apart from local participants, there was representa-

tion from botswana, namibia and the drC.  the course covered 

ecological, technical and social aspects of sustainable biomass pro-

duction. Kyoto’s Clean development Mechanism (CdM) was used 

as a reference framework, and after the intensive 5 day course the 

students presented their Project idea notes (Pin’s) to an interna-

tional panel who acted as an issuing authority.

Use of  the CdM framework provided the students with an op-

portunity and a tool in applying their knowledge and presenting 

a case for the beneficial effects on local communities (which 

should outweigh the controversial issues of land-use change and 

the displacement of externalities beyond the project boundaries), 

the contribution to greenhouse gas (GhG) mitigation, as well as 

the impact their proposals might have on the environment (soil 

conservation / enrichment, water consumption, biodiversity etc.) 

After group presentations, participants were given 6 weeks to 

elaborate their project documentation on an individual basis. the 

diversity of projects proposed and the relatively comprehensive 

insight reflected in the draft Pin’s were encouraging and suggest-

ed a heightened awareness of the CdM and solutions for some 

of the controversial issues around the procurement of biomass.   

the course is repeated annually and can be found together with 

the full programme on the hyperlinks provided above.  

bruce talbot at beta@life.ku.dk

sAFrUit WorKshoPs
the sahelian Fruit tree project (sAFrUit) held the annual work-

shop in ouagadougou from november 24 to 28, 2008. sAFrUit 

researchers presented their results and discussed planning for 

2009 and we present here highlights from some of the presenta-

tions:

•	 In	Mali,	there	is	a	difference	between	the	way	the	state	per-

ceives the trees on farm and the way farmers see them. For 

farmers, the trees are a resource that they use to satisfy their 

daily needs, and they see the trees as their property. the state, 

on the contrary, sees the trees on farm as a means to protect 

the environment and thus try to limit use of the trees in order 

to improve the environment. the decentralisation process 

could play a key role in conciliation of the two points of view.

•	 Studies	of	genetic	variation	are	well	under	way,	and	there	are	

interesting results from provenance trials of Tamarindus indica, 

Parkia biglobosa and Ziziphus mauritiana. For Parkia biglobosa, 

the results indicate that local provenances have the best adapt-

ability.

•	 Interactions	between	trees	and	crops	have	been	studied	in	

burkina Faso and Mali, and results demonstrate that certain 

shade tolerant crops, e.g. taro, have a higher yield under 

trees than outside. this is opposite to cereal crops such as 

millet, which has a low yield under trees.

Presentations from the workshop are available on the sAFrUit 

website www.safruit.org/publications.

in connection with the workshop, another meeting was held 

to discuss status and plans for domestication of fruit trees. the 

participants represented several institutions and projects work-

ing with aspects of domestication, including the partner projects 

dAdobAt and nUtree. it was concluded that there is a need for 

a better collaboration and coordination between efforts made 

by the different institutions and projects in West Africa, and that 

much can be gained by a better communication and sharing of 

germplasm and knowledge. 

the next sAFrUit workshop will be held in bamako, Mali, from 

november 9 to 13, 2009. the subject of the workshop will be 

management of fruit trees in broad terms, and will be open for 

participation of researchers outside the project. More information 

will follow in the next issue of development news.

Anders ræbild at are@life.ku.dk

Harvesting slash left 

in industrial pine 

plantations in the 

Western Cape con-

stitute a biomass 

resource of around 

15 t. ha-1, but also 

play an important 

role in maintaining 

productivity and 

reducing surface 

erosion on these 

steep slopes

Course participants 

looking at a short 

rotation coppice 

(SRC) research stand 

with excursion host 

Dr. Ben du Toit (se-

cond from right).
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Baobab nursery trial in Niamey, Niger
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in collaboration with the iUFro special Programme for devel-

oping Countries, the ComForM enreca Project led by Forest & 

landscape and the institute of Forestry, tribhuwan University 

holds a research proposal writing workshop in Kathmandu 20-23 

February, 2009. Participants are nepalese researchers from the 

institute of Forestry and other project partners. the facilitator is 

dr. Michael Kleine.

helle larsen at hol@life.ku.dk

Ph.D. dissertation by anders Jensen

understanding the commercialisation of non-timber forest 

products: Aquilaria crassna and agarwood in and from the 

Lao PDr

the research concerns the dual role of non-timber forest products 

(ntFPs) in rural poverty alleviation and conservation of biodiversity. 

it is based on a case study on the resinous and highly fragrant 

agarwood, probably the world’s most valuable ntFP, and Aquilaria 

crassna (thymelaeaceae), an important agarwood-yielding tree 

species listed as ‘Critically endangered’. the dissertation deals 

with the commercial use of agarwood and the economic and 

ecological aspects, and has a focus on quantitative methods. data 

comes from field work carried out in lao Pdr and in international 

new projects

eVents
markets. Main results and findings concern: (1) valuation of value 

chains and analysis of trade, (2) analysis of determinants of returns 

from harvesting and typology of harvesters, (3) analysis of returns 

from harvesting against ecological impact, and  (4) estimation of 

absolute density of A. crassna in harvested populations. 

 

A project entitled ‘new modes of governance and new modes of 

legislation: the role of the state in the forestry sector in Vietnam 

and Cambodia’ has been approved for funding by the danish 

social science research Council. the project, which is managed 

by iben nathan (Fld) and Karin buhman (institute of Food and 

economic resources) will be implemented during 2009-10. 

the research project focuses on the role of the state in the forest 

sector in Cambodia and Vietnam between international, national 

and sub-national governance. the project takes departure in eU’s 

and the Worldbank’s FleG(t) (Forest law enforcement Govern-

ance (and trade) programmes. An important common objective 

of these programmes is to develop capacity within traditional 

legislation and law enforcement, forest administration, and forest 

governance.  eU’s FleGt programme aims to avoid illegal import 

of timber to eU and at the same time preventing illegal felling 

of trees in tropical countries. eU’s partner countries can develop 

their own public or public-private certification systems, or they can 

apply existing eU systems. the World bank’s FleG programme is 

close to eU’s FleGt programme excluding the trade component. 

the two programmes have been criticised for being top-down, 

for being too narrowly focused on ordinary formal legislation as 

a tool for forest governance, and for not involving or considering 

the needs of forest dependent local people. both programmes ex-

ist parallel to attempts of introducing decentralised and network 

based models of forest governance in the two countries, such as 

community forestry, which is also strongly supported by inter-

national donors and nGos. the FleG(t) and the decentralisa-

tion programmes raise questions about to what extent foreign 

states and regional organisations should interfere directly with 

legislation in developing countries, what are the intended and 

unintended consequences of this interference to the role of the 

state, and to the relationship between state and citizens. 

A project entitled ‘the role of Participatory Forest Management 

in Mitigation of and Adaptation to Climate Change: opportuni-

ties and Constrains’ will be carried out by dr. irmeli Mustalahti, in 

close co-operation with research partners from the University of 

sokoine, tanzania and researchers from institute of development 

studies at University of helsinki, Forest & landscape at University 

of Copenhagen and Centre for Climate Change economics from 

University of leeds.

the project follows up on recommendations from the 2007 Un Cli-

The Danish Queen’s visit to Tanzania Tree Seed agency 

(TTSa)

the national tree seed Project (ntsP) in tanzania was one of 

several national tree seed centres supported by danida during 

the era of danida Forest seed Centre. since the danida sup-

port ceased in the late 1990ies, the project changed name 

to tanzania tree seed Agency (ttsA). the centre continues 

to play a key role both as seed supplier and as regional train-

ing centre for tanzania and neighbouring countries. Fld has 

maintained a close cooperation with the Agency on several 

ongoing activities. the successful ttsA was honoured by a 

royal visit of the danish Queen Margrethe ii during her visit to 

tanzania in november 2009.

Anders Jensen at andj@life.ku.dk
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Pieces of wood collected for sale

The Danish Queen (right) at TTSA next to the director of 

TTSA, Dr. H. Msanga
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mate Convention meeting in bali. the meeting noted the consid-

eration and importance of local communities in actions to reduce 

emissions from deforestation and degradation, and encouraged 

the access to voluntary-market financing in the absence of a global 

climate agreement that values forests. local people’s participation 

in mitigation of and adaptation to climate change in developing 

countries is necessary: deforestation, forest burning and shifting 

cultivation are human activities and sources of carbon dioxide 

emission, and climate change often has pronounced effects.

Under the current agreement in the Kyoto Protocol and the Clean 

development Mechanism (CdM) arrangements are limited to af-

forestation and reforestation. however, in future the option of 

reducing rate of carbon emission by sustainable forest management 

and by avoided deforestation needs to be taken more seriously. the 

action research project aims to analyse how the communities could: 

(a) diversify their livelihoods through Participatory Forest Manage-

ment (PFM) and (b) benefit from improved forest management 

through voluntary carbon markets. Action research is suitable to 

find the most applicable models of livelihood diversification through 

PFM, to learn local processes and to deepen the understanding of 

local prospects and constrains. the research area is Angai Villages 

land Forest reserve (VlFr) in liwale district, southeastern tanzania. 

the area has for some years been subject to research in participa-

tory forest resource assessment and forest management planning 

facilitated by the University of sokoine and liwale district Council.

Academy research Fellow, Fld: irmeli Mustalahti: irm@life.ku.dk

C.P. Hansen & T. Treue. Assessing illegal logging in Ghana. in-

ternational Forestry review Vol.10(4), 2008

Lund, J. F. & T. Treue 2008. Are we getting there? evidence of 

decentralized forest management from the tanzanian miombo 

woodlands. World development 36(12):2780-2800.

bosselmann, a.S., Dons, K., oberthur, T., olsen, C.S.,  

ræbild, a. and usma, H. 2009. the influence of shade 

trees on coffee quality in small holder coffee agroforestry 

systems in southern Colombia. Agriculture, ecosystems and 

environment 129(1-3): 253-260.

Jensen, a. 2009. Valuation of non-timber forest products value 

chains. Forest Policy and economics 11: 34-41.

nathan, Iben and Tove enggrob boon, 2008: Community 

forestry i Cambodja. om netværksstyring og statens rolle. i: 

Politica 40. årg. nr. 3 2008, 279-298 (in danish).

Strandby, u. and olsen, C.S. 2008. the importance of under-

standing trade when designing effective conservation policy 

- the case of the vulnerable Abies guatemalensis rehder. bio-

logical Conservation 141(12): 2959-2968.

Following leaflets were published in december 2008: 

leaflet no. 126, Acacia mellifera (lars schmidt, Anne Mbora)

leaflet no. 137, Acacia nilotica (lars schmidt, Anne Mbora) 

leaflet no. 138, Commiphora africana (lars schmidt, Anne Mbora) 

leaflet no. 139, Hymenaea coubaril  (lars schmidt) 

leaflet no. 140, Markhamia lutea (lars schmidt, Anne Mbora )

leaflet no. 142, Prosopis juliflora (lars schmidt) 

leaflet no. 143, Samanea saman (lars schmidt)

Four policy briefs have been published since november and are 

included in our distribution. For those not receiving hard copies 

click on the links below:

   relevance of science to conservation planning in developing 

countries, by ida theilade

 illegal logging in Ghana, by Christian Pilegaard hansen and 

thorsten treue

	better trees on-farm in Africa i, by lars Graudal, Jens-Peter 

barnekow lillesø, søren Moestrup, erik dahl Kjær and roland 

Kindt

 better trees on-farm in Africa ii, by Jens-Peter barnekow 

lillesø, lars Graudal, søren Moestrup and roland Kindt

new seed leaflets

new policy briefs
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