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 NEWS
Welcome to a new issue of the Development News of the Danish Centre for Forest, Land-

scape and Planning. We report on new projects, education programmes and publications. 

As a new development of particular relevance, which you can learn more about in this 

issue, I would like to highlight the FONASO programme, a new Erasmus Mundus joint 

doctorate programme in Forest and Nature for Society, offered by a consortium of inter-

nationally recognised European universities, and co-ordinated by our institute. Applicati-

ons are now open for both EU and non-EU applicants. 

As this will be the last issue of our newsletter in 2009, I wish all our collaborators and 

readers the very best of seasonal greetings and a happy new year. 

Yours sincerely

Dr. Niels Elers Koch, Director General 

2009 is possibly the most important 

year for forests in living memory. We 

are on the final stretch of the road to 

Copenhagen, and COP 15, where ne-

gotiators expect to finalise a post-Kyoto 

global climate agreement in December. 

To coincide with the conference, CIFOR, 

the Collaborative Partnership on Forests 

(CPF) and the Government of Denmark 

will host Forest Day 3. Forest Day 3 will build 

on the success of Forest Day 1 and 2 in hel-

ping to ensure forests are high on the agenda 

for future climate outcomes, and will pave the 

way forward in making these outcomes work 

beyond Copenhagen.

Forest Day 3 will be held on 13 December at 

the Radisson SAS Falconer Hotel, Copenhagen, 

Denmark.  

UPCOMING EVENT - Forest Day 3

http://www.cifor.cgiar.org/Events/ForestDay3/Introduction/
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SAFRUIT

The SAFRUIT project is coming to an end, and this is marked 

by a workshop from the 9th to the 12th of November in 

bamako, Mali (see www.safruit.org). The project has collected 

knowledge on a number of issues, including the value of 

local fruit trees for the livelihood of rural people, tree plan-

ting by farmers and marketing strategies for tree products. 

Furthermore, the project has identified crops that grow well 

under trees in agroforestry systems, and introduced simple 

grafting techniques for fruit trees at village level. The first 

steps towards domestication and conservation of genetic 

resources have been made for Adansonia digitata, Parkia big-

lobosa and Tamarindus in the three countries Niger, Mali and 

burkina Faso. A newsletter is expected by the end of the year 

which will summarise the major findings of the project.

Anders Ræbild are@life.ku.dk

NuTree 

The NuTree project is a study on fruit trees related to food 

properties, genetic diversity and climate adaptation. The 

project is carried out between partners from Mali, burkina 

Faso and University of Copenhagen. Four Ph.D projects and 

2 master studies are initiated within the project. Nursery trials 

including studies of drought resistance have been establis-

hed in Mali and burkina Faso to follow growth patterns of 

baobab (Adansonia digitata) and African Locust bean (Parkia 

biglobosa) and data will be analysed during next year. 

Fruits of baobab have been tested for nutrient contents, and 

primary findings show a huge potential of sugar and vitamin C. 

Leaf samples of baobab are studied for nutrients as baobab 

leaves are extremely important for local livelihoods. Seeds are 

used by rural population to produce a refined protein- rich 

food product. The process of fermentation is studied in vil-

lages in West Africa. It has been possible to identify some of 

the valuable microorganisms responsible for the process.

We hope the findings can be related to enhanced future 

domestication and management strategies for the species in 

West Africa. 

Jan Svejgaard Jensen jsj@life.ku.dk

Sustainable Management of Mbeliling 

Forest, Flores, Indonesia

Division 2 of Forest & Landscape Denmark implemented a 

training course on nursery establishment and seed quality 

for 24 villagers living in Mbeliling Forest in West  Flores in 

Indonesia 6-10 October 2009.

The course was initiated as a part of the collaboration with 

bird Life Denmark and Forest & Landscape on the implemen-

tation of the project: ‘Sustainable Management of Mbeliling 

Forest, Flores, Indonesia’. The training covered all aspects of 

how to establish a small farmer nursery, from potting mixture 

to planting out of seedlings. Seed quality from selection of 

species to sowing seed in the nursery was also included. The 

course was directed towards field implementation and inclu-

ded a number of practical exercises.

The course was undertaken 

by Fransiskus Harum, local 

consultant, Søren Moestrup 

and Jens-Peter barnekow 

Lillesøe both FLD.

smoe@life.ku.dk/

jpbl@life.ku.dk

Under our current collaboration with the World Agrofores-

try Centre (ICRAF), FLD has initiated a collaborative research 

programme on Allanblackia stuhlmanii, a promising local oil 

producing species of the Eastern Arc Mountains of Tanzania. 

The research aims at improving seed production from the 

trees through a domestication programme with focus on pol-

lination aspects, propagation and smallholder cultivation. 

The research is car-

ried out in connec-

tion with a private-

public partnership 

on cultivation of 

Allanblackia spe-

cies in Africa, the 

Novella.

Lars Schmidt lsc@life.ku.dk

To the great satisfaction of those foresters from Danida Forest 

Seed Centre and collaborating institutions who undertook 

comprehensive and laborious collections of seeds of tropical 

tree species in the 1980-90’ies, the Millennium Seed bank 

of Kew botanical Garden in England offered to take over 

a major part of the seed stock from FLD. The transfer has 

already taken place. FLD now only maintains a minor stock 

of key species and provenances, which will still be available 

for research. A revised, updated seed list will be uploaded on 

our webpage shortly. The seed now conserved at MSb will be 

administrated entirely by the Mellennium Seed bank 

www.kew.org/science-conservation/

http://en.sl.life.ku.dk/Publikationer/SeedBank.aspx

PROJECT NEWS

Amani officer Sisiwa with two nearly ma-

ture fruits of Allanblackia stuhlmannii

Transfer of DFSC tropical seed stock to 

Millennium Seed bank

Research on Allanblackia stuhlmanii, col-

laboration with ICRAF and Amani Nature 

Reserve, Tanzania

http://www.safruit.org
mailto:are@life.ku.dk
http://www.kew.org/science-conservation/
http://en.sl.life.ku.dk/Publikationer/SeedBank.aspx
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NEWS FROM EDUCATION PROGRAMMES
New Joint European PhD Programme

The Centre for Forest, Landscape and Planning is part of a 

new Erasmus Mundus Joint Doctorate Programme: Forest and 

Nature for Society (FONASO) 2010-2014.

FONASO is an integrated three-year world-class global pro-

gramme aimed at educating the leaders of the future generation 

of scientists and managers working with sustainable forest and 

nature management, in both tropical and temperate regions, for 

wider societal benefits. Within forest and nature management, 

the programme is focused on the scientific fields of (i) economics 

and policy, and (ii) ecology and silviculture. The FONASO pro-

gramme is designed to foster cooperation between higher edu-

cation institutions and academic staff in Europe and Third Coun-

tries with a view to creating centres of excellence and providing 

highly trained human resources, and to promote intercultural 

understanding through cooperation with Third Countries. FO-

NASO is offered by a consortium of seven European universities: 

(i) University of Copenhagen, Denmark (Coordinators), (ii) bangor 

University, UK, (iii) Dresden University of Technology, Germany, (iv) 

AgroParisTech, France, (v) University of Padova, Italy, (vi) Swedish 

University of Agricultural Sciences, Alnarp, and (vii) University 

of Göttingen, Germany. The Universities will work in research 

partnership with (i) Center for International Forestry Research 

(CIFOR), Indonesia, (ii) University of british Columbia, Canada, (iii) 

James Cook University, Australia, (iv) World Agroforestry Centre 

(ICRAF), Kenya, and (v) Dalhoff Larsen & Hornemann, Denmark. 

The consortium is one of 13 selected by the Erasmus Mundus 

programme throughout Europe.

The Coordinator of FONASO is Professor Carsten Smith-Hall, 

Centre for Forest, Landscape and Planning. For more informa-

tion, please visit the FONASO website www.fonaso.eu.

Ten PhD scholarships available

The call for applications to the Erasmus Mundus Joint Doctor-

ate Programme FONASO (Forest and Nature for Society) has 

been launched. 

The FONASO Programme is a fully integrated three-year 

doctorate programme. It builds on existing research schools 

and environments, taking the best from each to build up joint 

supervision, activities and doctoral candidate courses. Each 

doctoral candidate will stay two years with a principal super-

visor and one year with a co-supervisor. Doctoral candidates 

obtain either a joint degree or double degree depending on 

mobility track. The language of the Programme is English. 

Detailed information on the FONASO Programme is available 

on www.fonaso.eu including application form and guidelines. 

Applications must be received no later than 16 november 

2009. Short-listed candidates are notified by 1 December 

2009. Interviews in Europe will take place in mid January 

2010, costs covered by FONASO. Study start from summer/

autumn 2010.

PhD graduate – Maeko Saito-Jensen 

Dr. Maeko Saito-Jansen defended on 18th September 2009 

her PhD with the title : Intended and unintended consequenc-

es of community based natural resource management projects. 

Case study of World bank forestry projects, Andhra Pradesh, 

India. A summary of the dissertation is brought here:

Since the mid 1980s, development organizations, governments 

in developing countries and NGOs have actively supported 

Community based Natural Resource Management (CbNRM). 

These approaches promote inclusion of local people, often 

referred to as “communities” in management of resources by 

offering them a degree of ownership of important resources. 

CbNRM has been generally viewed as a means to achieve both 

resources conservation and livelihood improvement. 

However, several researchers have criticized CbNRM approaches 

for their unintended adverse social and political effects. Likewise, 

this body of research has raised questions concerning whether 

the development organizations that initiate and promote Cb-

NRM projects have been capable of learning from the problems 

arising as part of implementing these policies, or why this has 

not been the case. The present case study of six villages that are 

part of a World bank funded forestry project to promote Joint 

Forest Management in the state of Andhra Pradesh, India, aims 

to answer two general questions: 

•	 How	are	CBNRM	initiatives	as	exemplified	by	Joint	Forest	

Management implemented in practice, and with which 

social and political consequences at the local level?  

•	 How	do	the	organizations	that	design	and	promote	CB-

NRM initiatives learn about the results of these, and what 

do they actually learn? 

The results of the dissertation shows the CbNRM has 

produced a number of unforeseen consequences, not only 

for involved villages and individual people in these villages 

but also for neighbouring villages that do not take part in 

CbNRM. Some of these consequences are directly opposite to 

the CbNRM objectives, such as the ambition to use CbNRM 

as a platform for creating gender equality and to improve the 

livelihoods of the poorest part of the village populations. The 

dissertation shows that development organizations are only 

able to learn about and from these unforeseen consequences 

to a limited degree.

Honorary Professor – Tony Simons, ICRAF 

Tony Simons, Ph.D. and deputy director general of the World 

Agroforestry Centre in Nairobi has been appointed Honorary 

professor at Forest & Landscape, LIFE.

The World Agroforestry Centre (also known as the Interna-

tional Centre for Research in Agroforestry, abbr. ICRAF) is 

the world’s leading centre in research and development of 

agroforestry. Agroforestry is an important agricultural system 

for millions of smallholder farmers in tropical countries.

http://www.fonaso.eu
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New publications

Despite their economic importance, most agroforestry spe-

cies have a limited record of systematic improvement and little 

is known about the genetics of the majority of them. In his 

research, Tony Simons has focused on the important relation-

ship between seed procurement, propagation techniques, and 

development of gene pools at the landscape level in the context 

of sustainable management and use. Tony’s research has thus 

guided new routes of domestication of agroforestry species in 

the farmland context. Through an impressive involvement in glo-

bal agroforestry research and development, spanning a period of 

more than 20 years, work in more than 40 countries, and more 

than 140 publications covering forestry, agroforestry, genetic 

improvement, reproductive biology, and rural development, 

Tony’s thoughts, ideas and findings have contributed to a large 

number of programmes targeting development and deployment 

of improved germplasm to resource poor farmers. The position 

as professor at Forest & Landscape has been made in connection 

with the large research and education programme in tropical 

forestry hosted by Forest & Landscape. The development objec-

tive of World Agroforestry Centre as well as Forest & Landscape 

is to contribute to poverty reduction. An important condition for 

the work has therefore been financial support from international 

development agencies, including Danish International Develop-

ment Assistance (Danida), which is yet a reason for the creation 

of the position at LIFE.

The calls for applications to the Erasmus Mundus Masters 

Courses SUFONAMA and SUTROFOR have been launched.

SUFONAMA (Sustainable Forest and Nature Management) 

is an integrated two-year world-class Masters Course that 

provides in-depth education through forefront research-based 

teaching strongly linked to realities in many European and 

non-European countries. The SUFONAMA Course is offered 

by a consortium consisting of five institutions: (i) University 

of Copenhagen, Denmark, (ii) bangor University, UK, (iii) 

University of Göttingen, Germany, (iv) Swedish University of 

Agricultural Sciences, Alnarp, and (v) University of Padova, 

Italy. The expected number of scholarships is approx. 20 (for 

both EU and non-EU students). The application deadline is 

1 December 2009 and selected applicants will be notified 

in spring 2010. For more information, please visit the course 

website www.sufonama.net

SUTROFOR (Sustainable Tropical Forestry) is an integrated two-

year world-class Masters Course that aims to qualify graduates 

to deal with the huge challenges in contemporary tropical for-

estry. The SUTROFOR Course is offered by a consortium consist-

ing of five institutions: (i) University of Copenhagen, Denmark, 

(ii) bangor University, UK, (iii) Dresden University of Technol-

ogy, Germany, (iv) AgroParisTech, France, and (v) University of 

Padova, Italy. The expected number of scholarships is approx. 

20 (for both EU and non-EU students). The application deadline 

is 1 December 2009 and selected applicants will be notified 

in spring 2010. For more information, please visit the course 

website www.sutrofor.net

 

In September Anja byg joined the Division of 

Economics, Policy, and Management Planning 

to conduct a three year post doc project on the 

impacts of climate change on rural populations of 

Nepal. Anja byg has a background in biology and anthropol-

ogy from the University of Aarhus, Denmark. 

The project in Nepal will look at the impacts of climate 

change on rural communities, agriculture and natural 

resources. The work will complement the existing work in 

Nepal on Community based Natural Forest and Tree Man-

agement by focusing on the new and additional problems 

created by climatic changes, how people try to adapt to these 

problems and what role local knowledge, other processes of 

change and uncertainty play in this process. 
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Call for applications to two Erasmus 

Mundus Masters Courses

New post doc, Anja byg
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