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CHAPTER 10

Social constraints on the adoption of improved 
banana varieties in Arumeru District

Quentin Gausset, Department of Anthropology at the 
University of Copenhagen, and Anna Folke Larsen, 
Department of Economics at the University of Copenhagen
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avoid repeating the same mistakes in the event of failure. Households that do not adopt 
banana might nevertheless benefit indirectly from the fact that others do adopt the crop. 
As discussed in Chapter 5, RIPAT households are less likely than non-RIPAT households 
to have casual labour as an important income source and more likely to hire labour 
on their own farms; this creates more income-generating opportunities for the poorer 
members of the population. Yet, even though the poor might indirectly benefit from 
banana cultivation, this is likely to be insufficient to bridge the income gap between 
them and the better-off households.

Note

1. Primary school in Tanzania covers standards 1 to 7, and the normal age of entry 
to primary school is seven years. We constructed a measure for household average 
education by grouping household members older than six years into three categories: 
0) below average; 1) average; and 2) above average education. Below average 
education is defined as: below primary standard 7 if the person’s age is between 
15 and 60; below the corresponding school year if his or her age is under 15; or 
below primary standard 4 if his or her age is over 60. Average education is defined 
as: primary standard 7 if the person’s age is between 15 and 60; the corresponding 
school year if his or her age is under 15; or primary standard 4 if his or her age is over 
60. Above average education is defined as: above primary standard 7 if the person’s 
age is 60 or below; or above primary standard 4 if his or her age is over 60. Scores for 
individuals in the household were averaged using equal weights.
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