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exciting framework for understanding the meaning of texts in the period, and should
be of interest to not only Renaissance scholars, but also historians of reading, commu-
nication, and media.

Shang-yu Sheng, University of Tokyo

Philosophies du voyage: Visiter l’Angleterre aux 17e–18e siècles. Gábor Gelléri.
Oxford University Studies in the Enlightenment. Oxford: Voltaire Foundation, 2016.
xi 1 298 pp. £60.

In this book, based on his doctoral dissertation defended at the ELTE University in
Budapest and L’Ecole des hautes études en sciences sociales in Paris, in 2009, Gábor
Gelléri focuses on the seemingly known phenomenon of Frenchmen traveling to En-
gland, yet, as the author rightly claims, it is a phenomenon that has not been properly
analyzed and explained. Opening the way to England for French travelers is widely at-
tributed to Voltaire, and one of the aims of this book is to deconstruct this “Voltairian
myth.” Gelléri researches the traveling practices of the French in England. The author
presents his study, drawing on several sources, and makes his case in seven chapters and
an epilogue.

The introduction shows an overview of the limited scholarly work conducted on
this topic until now, and poses the key research question: what was the phenomenon
of the voyage for the travelers and for those who did not travel? Gelléri is not inter-
ested in the detailed story of the real or the fake journey, but in the motives for em-
barking on it. The book traces how these motives developed and changed during the
two centuries. Therefore, each chapter, following a chronological order, deals with a dif-
ferent goal. Chapter 1 starts the discussion with the Restoration of Stuarts—the mo-
ment when French travelers “discovered” England (used in the broader sense). Along
with the French who were present at the royal court of Charles II, known for his admi-
ration of French culture, others were mostly scholars and tourists who were visiting the
country too. The first were interested in the scientific developments that occurred in the
country, while the second were looking for new experiences.

The second chapter focuses on the Huguenot refugees in England, with the author
making a clear distinction between Huguenot accounts of their escape from France to
England, the scholarly and the philosophical debates in which England was portrayed
as an alternative to France, and the travel-related literature and accounts. Gelléri points
to the fact that England was often seen as a mirror to French self-definition. For Hugue-
nots, England was, especially after the Glorious Revolution, a safe haven from Catholic
persecution. Chapter 3 discusses the Swiss phenomenon, which began in the early eigh-
teenth century, when Swiss young men went to England and wrote about their expe-
riences back home, and acted in some cases as a connecting point between English and
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French ideas, at times influenced by the Huguenots. The text of Murault is the main
object of the discussion. The fourth chapter focuses on the period following the death
of Louis XIV—the Regency—when debates about Murault continued, but many new
publications about England also appeared in France, paving the road for “philosophi-
cal” trips, inspired by Voltaire. Voltaire, Montesqieu, and their connection with England
is discussed in chapter 5. The next chapter, entitled “Anglophoebia-Anglomania,” exam-
ines travel practices to England from the 1730s, based on positive and negative perspec-
tives in the novels of R.-M. Lesuire, Mme de Riccoboni, and others. The last chapter
explores the expansion of travel to England from the mid-eighteenth century to the
French Revolution, a period when, according to Gelléri, the motives for such travel be-
came more and more complex and intertwined, particularly because during this period,
England and France were engaged in three military conflicts. The epilogue has an ambi-
tious goal in attempting to establish possible links between travel to England and the
French Revolution. The conclusion expands the scope of research into the nineteenth
century by demonstrating that the interest in England diminished only during the tur-
bulent years of the Revolution.

In conclusion, the author has produced a remarkably detailed and well-researched
study, which reaches its goal of filling in the historiographic gap on travel to England,
in a clearly structured way. Some inconsistencies in names—for example, when refer-
ring to some of the well-known Huguenots, such as when Pierre Jurieu is called “Pierre-
Armand” and Henri Basnage de Beauval is referred to as “Bauval”—do not undermine
the overall importance of the discussion. As Gelléri notes himself, there is much more to
be done on this topic in order to have a complete picture, which makes this book even
more important for those interested in early modern travel, society, and culture.

Michaël Green, Universidad de Córdoba

Anna Trapnel’s Report and Plea; or, A Narrative of Her Journey from London
into Cornwall. Hilary Hinds, ed.
The Other Voice in Early Modern Europe: The Toronto Series 50; Medieval and Re-
naissance Texts and Studies 503. Toronto: Iter Press; Tempe: Arizona Center for Me-
dieval and Renaissance Studies, 2016. xvi1 156 pp. $34.95.

Anna Trapnel perfectly fits the Other Voice in Early Modern Europe series, and not
only because she is a woman writer. Trapnel is indeed other to “almost all the centers
of social, religious, political, and literary power in the mid-seventeenth century”; but
as a prophet who claimed to speak “not of her own volition but at the insistence of
God,” her voice is other even to herself (1–3). The recovery of Trapnel’s work by fem-
inist historians in the mid-twentieth century inspired inquiry into a number of intersect-
ing issues, including political authority, subjectivity, and print culture. Hilary Hinds’s
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