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The EURECO Distinguished Lecture Series 2013 sets out to explore the political, legal, economic, 
and societal aspects of Europe in the context of a changing global order.  

The idea of an ever more integrated Europe is currently faced with a set of critical challenges that 
raise fundamental questions regarding the directions, dynamics, and viability of the European 
project. Within the last decades the rise of new emerging powers, the so-called BRIC countries, 
have produced new growth poles and shifted the location of power in the world economy. At the 
same time the west’s leadership across a range of domains – political, legal, cultural, normative – 
might be in serious decline. This could present Europe with a severe challenge in maintaining its 
position as a key producer of 'universals' and a key player within the field of normative politics.  

 
With Europe increasingly renegotiating its place in a changing global order a pertinent question to 
address becomes whether and how the EU with its unique institutional architecture, but 
considering the internal problems that confronts it, will be able to navigate Europe’s pathway 
through the challenges it is facing from the changes in the global order. This and many more 
interesting questions arising from the overall theme of the lecture series will be addressed and 
debated by the scholars invited to speak in this year's EURECO Distinguished Lecture Series.  

 
Programme 

17 September 

Ben Rosamond: “Europe's Global Challenges: market, law and society” 

In this lecture Rosamond will give us an introduction to the challenges facing Europe in a rapidly 
changing global order and address some of the unresolved tensions of European integration in that 
context. 

01 October 

Ebrahim Afsah: “State-Building after Violent Conflicts: Problematic Preferences of European 
Normative Politics” 

During the past twenty years, an ever larger number of violent conflicts have demanded political 
attention and led to an explosive rise in international pacification missions. Driven by both self-
interest and normative convictions, the European Union and its member states have become major 
actors in these efforts. In this lecture we will look at how the relative success in managing the 
transition processes in Central and Eastern Europe contrasts with the failure in stabilizing non-
European complex emergencies. Based on a decade of field experience, Prof. Afsah will offer a 
structural critique of European aspirations and policies in state-building, transitional administration, 
and crisis management. 
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08 October 

Stuart Ward: “Learning to Live in Europe, as mere Europeans: The European provenance of 
Decolonization” 

22 October 

Ian Manners: “EU's Normative Power” 

05 November 

Bart Van Vooren: “The EU's Role in Global Governance: The legal dimension” 

Globalization and the 2008 financial crisis have deeply uprooted the well-being and security of 
European citizens. It has starkly illustrated that the European Union and its Member States are 
highly dependent on global forces partially beyond the control of traditional, national provinces of 
governance. This phenomenon is captured by ‘global governance’, which has become the central 
concept coalescing research on the principles, processes, modes and institutions through which 
such global societal challenges are tackled. This talk will confront the European Union’s sanguine 
worldview with the daunting reality of global governance, from a legal perspective. 

12 November 

Hans-Jörg Trenz: “Europe after the crisis: The making or the unmaking of a political union?” 

In this lecture Trenz will explore how the Eurocrisis poses a challenge to the stability of an 
integrated European social, economic and political space. Instead of economic and social 
harmonization, the Eurocrisis has exposed the asymmetries of the European political space and 
the seemingly insurmountable differences that divide the peoples of Europe. Yet, the people of 
Europe, who are unequally affected by the Eurocrisis, are at the same time bound together by a 
constitutional framework of substantial social and political rights that apply indistinguishably across 
the European space. This raises the questions of how the Europe of rights and citizenship 
confronts the Europe of increasing inequalities? Does the formal equality underlying the EU regime 
of citizenship impact on the development of citizens’ capacities to confront crisis across the 
existing socio-economic divides? 

19 November - Final Honorary Lecture 

Mark Blyth: “Austerity: the History of a Dangerous Idea” 

 

Time: 15.15-17.00  

Venue:  Alexandersalen, Bispetorvet 1-3, Copenhagen. However, please be aware that the lecture on the 
5 November will take place in Annex B, Studiestræde 6, and the Final Honorary Lecture will be held in the 
Ceremonial Hall, Vor Frue Plads 4, Copenhagen. 

Registration: The EURECO Distinguished Lecture Series is open to all, but registration is necessary at 
www.eureco.ku.dk.   
Language: All lectures are held in English.  


