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Morocco, 24-25 January 2017 
 
1. Meeting with Moroccan partner institutions: Association Marocaine de Droit 

Constitutionnel and Université Mohamed V 
 
We had an excellent meeting with Prof. Abdelilah El Abdi1 and Prof. Abdelaziz Lamghari2 
(representing our two partner institutions), during which we made considerable progress 
regarding the planned activity in Morocco. Due to conflicting dates in March/April, we 
decided to postpone the event to mid-May 2017, most likely the weekend 14-15 May. This 
will give us enough time to ensure thorough planning and organisation. As venue, the 
university will offer (free of charge) their conference hall.  
As for the title of the planned two-day event, we agreed to keep the initial title 
“Parliamentary Control over the Executive”. The first day will be devoted to a roundtable 
with our expert network, featuring country reports on Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt and a 
number of other Arab countries we have managed to include (e.g. Algeria, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Libya).  
For the second day, we took up a proposal from the local association TAFRA (see below): 
a full-day conference devoted to the theme “Constitutional and Parliamentary Monarchy”. 
This is a topic that attracts a lot of interest in Morocco, especially with the constitutional 
changes of 2011. According to our partners, experts from Denmark as well as Sweden and 
Norway (and perhaps the BENELUX countries) could provide an excellent input on the 
matter and embassies from these countries may be ready to co-fund parts of this event. 
We also agreed on the event in Tunis (see below), i.e. Prof. El Abdi and Prof. Lamghari 
will try to participate and help identify suitable PhD students from Morocco to attend the 
planned doctoral colloquium there. Likewise, they promised their written contribution 
(i.e. chapter on Morocco) for the planned edited book and are also eager to attend our 
closing event in Copenhagen, 29 June – 4 July 2017.  

                                                             
1 elabdi55@gmail.com, +212 661 99 17 37 
2 ablamghari@yahoo.fr, +212 661 97 09 73 
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2. Meetings with other local associations or academics 
 
We met also with David Goeury,3 working for both the Centre Jacques Berque and the local 
association TAFRA. TAFRA is very active in the field of analysis and illustration of 
election results and data. They have a young membership and work closely with Tunisian 
and Algerian partners through the TARICA network. They were therefore also very 
interested in distributing the call for abstracts for our Tunis PhD workshop in late April. 
We agreed also with him that our planned event in Rabat in mid-May should also cover the 
theme “Constitutional and Parliamentary Monarchy” and the Nordic countries could 
possibly provide some experts and additional funding (through their embassies).  
We also tried to arrange meetings with Prof. Abdallah Saâf4 and Prof. Nadia Bernoussi.5 
Unfortunately, both were not available. 
 

3. Meetings with German political foundations 
 
During our time in Rabat, we used the opportunity to meet with the different political 
foundations from Germany, which are closely related to the main political parties and are 
funded by the German Federal Ministry for Development Cooperation. Having worked in 
Morocco for many years in the field of democratisation and capacity-building, these 
foundations have an excellent network of local actors and operational experience. 
We had individual meetings with Dr. Helmut Reifeld from the Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation,6 Dr. Jochen Lobah and his colleague from the Hanns Seidel Foundation,7 and 
Frau Seija Sturies from the Friedrich Ebert Foundation.8 They provided us with valuable 
insights into the political situation in Morocco, shared some of their contacts with us and 
offered their assistance with practical matters for our Rabat event in mid-May 
(e.g. regarding interpreters and their rates). Especially, the Hanns Seidel Foundation has a 
long-standing working relationship with our partner institution, the Association Marocaine 
de Droit Constitutionnel, and provided us with excellent points of advice. Moreover, 
through these foundations, it may be significantly easier to apply for follow-up funding in 
Germany to ensure a long-term basis for our research network between Denmark, our three 
partner countries (Tunisia, Morocco and Egypt) and many more.  

 

 

                                                             
3 david.goeury@gmail.com, +212 5 37 76 96 91 
4 abdallahsaaf@yahoo.fr, +212 6 61 24 71 68 
5 nadia.bernoussi@yahoo.fr 
6 Helmut.Reifeld@kas.de 
7 lobah@hssma.org 
8 seija.sturies@fes.org.ma 
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Tunisia, 26-27 January 2017 
 
1. Meeting with Tunisian partner institutions: Académie Internationale de Droit 

Constitutionel and Faculté des Sciences Juridiques, Politiques et Sociales, University 
de Carthage, Tunis 
 
We had an excellent meeting with Prof. Neila Chaabane.9 Unfortunately, Prof. Ghazi 
Gherairi,10 the president of the Académie Internationale de Droit Constitutionel is no longer 
in Tunis, as he took up his new diplomatic post as the Tunisian Representative to UNESCO 
in Paris last autumn. Instead, the meeting was also attended by Khalil Arbi,11 a PhD student 
who speaks good English and who will assist us with the organisation of the upcoming 
Tunis event.  
During the meeting, we made significant progress with the preparation of the event in 
Tunis. We confirmed the preliminary dates: Monday 24 April – Friday 28 April 2017. As 
venue, the university will offer their conference hall (free of charge). The first three days 
(Monday-Wednesday, 24-26 April) will be devoted to the PhD colloquium on “Institutional 
Preconditions for Effective and Inclusive Governance”, for which we will draft a call later 
this week, to be translated into French and Arabic.  
The last two days (Thursday-Friday, 27-28 April) will be a working seminar on 
‘Parliamentary Law-Making’ with our core expert group, featuring country reports on 
Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt and a number of other Arab countries we have managed to include 
(e.g. Algeria, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya). Parts of the session could perhaps (in addition to 
the university conference hall) be held in parliament, where the newly-established 
Parliamentary Academy (where Prof. Neila Chaabane plays a leading role) is now using 
the premises of the abolished upper chamber. 
We discussed also the possibility for our newly appointed PhD student, Malthe Bang 
Harvald, to be co-supervised by a professor in Tunis and hosted during a research stay at 
their faculty. A cooperation agreement to that effect will be signed in due course. Neila 
indicated also her availability for the event in Rabat on “Parliamentary Control over the 
Executive”. Likewise, we discussed the expected written contribution (i.e. chapter on 
Tunisia) for the planned edited book and the closing event in Copenhagen, 29 June – 4 July 
2017. 

 

                                                             
9 Prof. Neila Chaabane, Head of the Doctoral School, member of the scientific council of the Académie 
Parlementaire, leading role in the Association Tunisienne de Droit Constitutionnel (the other partner institution) 
and the Académie Internationale de Droit Constitutionel, and former Secretary of State at the Ministry for Women. 
Contact: neilachaabane2016@gmail.com, +216 22366040 (mobile) 
10 g.gherairi@gmail.com 
11 khalilopolis@gmail.com 
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2. Meetings with other local academics, associations and politicians  
 
We also had a chance to meet other academics:  

 Dr. Kaouthar Debbeche,12 a young female lecturer in law, who plays a leading role 
in the Centre Tunisien de droit constitutionnel pour la démocratie, 

 Nadia Akacha,13 a young female lecturer in law 
 

We had also contacted other academics, but due to other commitments, meetings could not 
be arranged. We will, however, invite them all to the Tunis event 24-28 April:  

 Prof. Slim Laghmani,14 Law Faculty 
 Prof. Mohamed Salah Ben Aissa,15 former Minister of Justice 
 Prof. Wahid Ferchichi,16 Law Faculty and president of NGO ADLITN 
 Prof. Yadh Ben Achour,17 Law Faculty 

 
We met also with Mr. Bsili Adel18 and Ms. Libna Jeribi, who had both played a role in the 
Constituante, which drafted the 2014 constitution. The association Solidar Tunisie, which 
both of them lead, is a civil society organisation that lobbies for better legislation and more 
accountable governance. Due to their lack of interest in academic cooperation and capacity-
building for the parliament, they will not be a partner for us. We will nevertheless invite 
them to our Tunis event.  
We met also with Prof. Ferhat Horchani, who is currently the Minister of Defence and was 
very kind to receive us at the Ministry. He told us that he was the only civilian minister of 
defence in the Arab world, which was meant to safeguard the political neutrality of the 
armed forces in Tunisia. Just like any other minister in government, he can be summoned 
by parliament to answer to their questions, which ensures political accountability of the 
military. 
Likewise, we met with Mr. Abdelkafi Badreddine,19 member of parliament (for the party 
Ennahda) and chairman of the parliamentary elections committee. He told us about his 
involvement in implementing of the mechanism for the prevention of torture and his current 
endeavour to ensure full suffrage for members of the armed forces, who are not allowed to 
vote in national elections. His previous work as chairman of the cross-party committee, 
organising public information and outreach in connection to the constitutional process, as 
well as his prominent anti-torture advocacy might prove to be highly interesting for future 
collaboration, not least for our doctoral student. 

                                                             
12 debbechekaouthar325@gmail.com 
13 nadiaakacha@gmail.com 
14 slim.laghmani@gmail.com 
15 mohamed.salah.ben.aissa@gmail.com 
16 Wahidferchichi2014@gmail.com 
17 ybenachourfr@yahoo.fr 
18 adel.bsili@gmail.com 
19 abdelkafi_badr@yahoo.fr 
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3. Meetings with international organisations (UN and NGOs) and German political 

foundations 
 
We met also with Mr. Jérôme Heurtaux20 from the Institut de Recherche sur le Maghreb 
Contemporain (IRMC), a French-funded research centre working on governance issues. 
The IRMC is a part of the French CNRS (Centre National des Recherches Scientifiques) 
and funded largely by an ERC grant (TARICA). They work closely with Moroccan and 
Algerian partners through the TARICA network. They were therefore also very interested 
in distributing the call for abstracts for our Tunis PhD workshop in late April. We had also 
the chance to meet with Adam Styp-Rekowski21 and his colleagues from Democracy 
Reporting International, an international NGO mainly funded by Germany. They were also 
very interested in our project and promised to help us publicise our Tunis event. 
We met also with Mr. Jean-Raphael Giuliani from the UNDP in Tunis.22 He heads the 
Parliament Support Group, which tries to strengthen the institutional capacity of 
parliament, including through the newly-established Parliamentary Academy (where Prof. 
Neila Chaabane plays a leading role). Their work is, among others, funded by the Danish 
government. 
As in the case of Rabat, we used the opportunity to meet with the different political 
foundations from Germany. Having worked in Tunisia for many years in the field of 
democratisation and capacity-building, these foundations have an excellent network of 
local actors and operational experience. Meetings with the Ebert Foundation23 and the 
Naumann Foundation24 could not be arranged due to other appointments. Hence, we met 
only with Dr. Said AlDailami and his colleague from the Hanns Seidel Foundation.25 They 
provided us with valuable insights into the political situation in Tunisia, shared some of 
their contacts with us and offered their assistance with practical matters. In particular, they 
have a long-standing working relationship with Prof. Neila Chaabane and showed an 
interest in co-organising and perhaps co-funding the planned PhD colloquium.  

 
4. Exhibition l’Eveil d’une Nation 

 
Upon suggestion by Neila Chaabane, we visited the exhibition l’Eveil d’une Nation,26 
which is situated in a small palace next to the parliament. Very well curated, the exhibition 
provides insights into the history and development of the Tunisian state prior to French 
colonial rule. What is generally unknown is that Tunisia under the Bey (local ruler) became 
the first Arab nation in the 1860s to adopt a constitution guaranteeing fundamental rights. 
Unfortunately, this excellent exhibition will close at the end of February 2017, i.e. before 
our planned Tunis event at the end of April. 

                                                             
20 jheurtaux@yahoo.fr 
21 a.styp-rekowski@democracy-reporting.org 
22 jean-raphael.giuliani@undp.org 
23 henrik.meyer@festunis.org 
24 Ralf.Erbel@fnst.org 
25 aldailami@hss.de 
26 www.leveildunenation.com 
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