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TEXTILES & DIPLOMACY 

Diplomats and Spies in the Early 
Modern Age 



 

Program:  
 
 
13h: Introduction by Corinne Thépaut-Cabasset (University of 
Copenhagen)  
 
 
13h30: Axel Harms (Rosenborg Castle) “Splendour and confidentiality. 
Rosenborg Castle and the diplomacy of Christian IV”  
 
 
14h: Cecilia Candreus (Uppsala University) “An Embroidered marriage 
proposal to Elizabeth I of England” 
 
 
14h30: Charlotte Paludan (Independent Textile Scholar Copenhagen) 
“French espionage on Danish textile production”  
 
 
15h: Nadia Fernández de Pinedo (Universitad Autonóma Madrid) “Textile 
Consumption in mid 18th century-Madrid: Diplomats and upper middle 
class”  
 
 
15h30: Sidsel Frisch (University of Copenhagen) “Textile diplomacy. 
Tapestries of war and peace”  
 
 
16h: Discussion and closing remarks 
 



 
 

Axel Harms is Head of communication and public engagement at The Royal Danish 
Collection at Rosenborg Castle and Amalienborg Palace. Before his current position (2007-
12) he worked as a curator at Rosenborg Castle. He has a Masters degree in history and 
film- and media science from the University of Copenhagen. 
His presentation: ” Splendour and confidentiality – Rosenborg Castle and the diplomacy of 
Christian IV” focuses on the role of Rosenborg Castle being both a hermitage for King 
Christian IV, and playing a role in his political efforts. Specifically the occasion of the king’s 
son’s wedding in 1634 when Christian IV spared no expenses to impress his many foreign 
guests.  
 
PhD Cecilia Candréus is presently holding a Research fellowship in Textile Studies at 
Uppsala University. Her main research field covers renaissance and baroque era 
embroideries used in ceremonial and ecclesiastical context. Her current research focus is on 
the working conditions of early modern artisans. 
Her paper examines the set up and running of King Erik XIV’s temporary embroidery 
workshop in London, operating in parallel with the diplomatic negotiations for making a 
marriage proposal to Elizabeth I. The concluding remarks raise the idea of considering the 
production itself as an important part of manifestation. 
 
Charlotte Paludan Conservator, formerly Head of the Textile Department at The Danish 
Museum of Decorative Art - now Design Museum, Denmark.  
Her talk will describe the mutual industrial espionage and fraud between the European 
countries in the 18th century, focusing mainly on the textile industry. It will reveal a few 
concret cases from the second half of the century.  
 
Corinne Thépaut-Cabasset is research associate at the Château de Versailles, and was 
HERA FEM post doc researcher at the Victoria and Albert Museum (2010-13). Her project: 
“DRESSING THE NEW WORLD. The Trade and the Culture of Clothing in the New Spanish 
Colonies 1600-1800” was awarded the Marie Sklodowska-Curie Fellowship (Horizon 2020) 
at CTR/SAXO Institute, University of Copenhagen. http://dressworld.hypotheses.org  
She will introduce the R&D by presenting the tools and methods of investigation she 
developed for her on-going research through various case studies involving Diplomatic 
agents and the circulation of French taste within Europe and abroad in Early Modern Times.  
 
Nadia Fernández de Pinedo is senior lecturer in Economic History at the department of 
Economic studies at the Universitad Autonóma Madrid.  
Her presentation investigates 18th century-Madrid changes of consumption patterns in regard 
to the introduction of new and fashionable goods. The European cities were shaped by 
access to new foods, new fabrics and new objects. This case study attempts to offer a small 
picture of the consumption reflected by diplomats in Madrid in 1740’s, as they were the 
expression of foreign taste and therefore had a significant influence in shaping taste in the 
daily life at the court of Philip V.  
 
Sidsel Frisch is a history student at the University of Copenhagen currently writing a master’s 
thesis on tapestries in 17th-century Denmark titled “Interwoven absolutism. Unravelling the 
visual foundations of monarchy (1660-1699)”. 
The presentation highlights two tapestry series in 17th-century diplomatic relations. Both 
series were created to promulgate royal images but with widely different receptions 
internationally. One was seen as highly offensive, the other as something to emulate.  

http://dressworld.hypotheses.org/


 

 

There is still much to learn about where, how and why diplomats are 

keys actors in the many ways the trade of textile and the culture of 

clothing is spread out on a global scale through time and space.  

The research theme chosen by Corinne Thépaut-Cabasset for CTR's 

Research & Development day is presented through a series of case 

studies investigating the impact of diplomacy and secret service in the 

area of Dress and Textile.  

 

"Textiles and Diplomacy. Diplomats and Spies in the Early Modern Age", 

on 17th March 2016, is the first session of a series of conferences 

organized by Marie Sklodowska-Curie Fellow, Corinne Thépaut-

Cabasset, (Horizon 2020) at the University of Copenhagen.  

 

Both experts and amateurs sharing an interest in how diplomats are a 

key factor in the trade and the dissemination of fashion across the globe 

are invited to share and discuss their thoughts during these sessions.  

 

These sessions will take place at the Centre for Textile Research, 

Amagerfaelledvej 56, Library and meeting room (2nd floor), they are 

open to the public and free of charge. This will continue from March 2016 

to September 2017. The next session is dedicated to "Dress and 

Diplomacy".  

For further information, please contact Corinne Thépaut-

Cabasset: ctc16@hum.ku.dk  
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