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Notes for the presentation in the group of co-creation and cooperation in literature, 

writing, film and setting agendas. 

 

The present law behind the government Universities in Denmark demands that they work on 

extension (Universitetsloven 2014 Article 2) as well as on the traditional university tasks of 

education and research. At the Department of Cross-Cultural and Regional Studies at the 

University of Copenhagen this means that the department has engaged in heritage work in 

various parts of the world. In 2013 the collaborative excavations between Qatar Museums 

Authority and the department have resulted in the 18
th

 century harbor city Al Zubarah in 

Qatar was declared in a site of World Heritage. At present the department is also involved in 

projects regarding the protection of cultural heritage in Syria under the current conflict. In 

India the department has been involved in the several projects in collaboration with the 

National Museum of Denmark and a number of state and national authorities in the protection 

of heritage in Tranquebar in Tamil Nadu. In 2011 the department was hosting and 

coordinating the Danish celebration of the 150 years of the birth of the Nobel Laureate 

Rabindranath Tagore in collaboration with the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) 

with additional support from Danish funds for exchange of culture. 

 Among my own experiences with cultural heritage are several projects which 

work on the repatriation of immaterial culture. One is a book project which ended in the 

publication of myths and historical texts of the Santal tribe in central India in Santali and 

English published in 2011 (with Marine Carrin and Santosh K. Soren) and a project regarding 

the publication ethnographic collections on the traditional culture of the Bodo tribe in Assam 

stored in the National Museum of Denmark (with Santosh K. Soren) where we hope to be 
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able to send a modest poster exhibition from the National Museum of Denmark for exhibition 

in India (counterpart Indian Museum, Kolkata).  

 I was also part of the arrangement of the visit of three Indian writers, Mridula 

Garg, Githa Hariharan and Manu Joseph visited Denmark under the India Today/Copenhagen 

Tomorrow programme in 2012. Here was an aim of reciprocity; and in 2014 two Danish 

writers, Astrid Saalbach and Carsten Jensen visited Indian literature festivals. After that visit 

Astrid Saalbach’s play Red and Green is going to be translated and published in Hindi and 

Bengali in India. During her trip Astrid Saalbach experienced the need to expand the present 

Danish long term collaboration with Indian culture institutions with a center addressing one 

of the urban cultural hubs of India. It could be Kolkata, it could be New Delhi. As Kolkata 

has a vibrant life in literature, visual arts and architecture Saalbach suggests that the Danish 

cultural institutions shall utilize the recently created contacts and work to establish a 

residence for artists in Kolkata.   

   

 


