
1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

GOALS  

 Elevation of the research enterprise to a higher level synthesis 

 Facilitating discussions of foundational issues 

 Convergence between different approaches 

 Bringing the research from a language-specific to a cross-linguistic perspective 

 

FORMAT 

The two days are divided into six sessions addressing specific themes. 

In each session, one or two of the participants will introduce the theme in a 30 minute 
presentation (2x30 for two speakers). Subsequently, a discussant will add his or her perspective or 
comments in a 10 minute spot, to which the presenter may respond briefly. Finally, we have about 
an hour for discussion. 

Participants are urged to bring data and results that are relevant for the themes, but also to 
consider them as case studies exemplifying a foundational issue. If possible, such cases should 
focus on variables that other participants have also studied in some version (suggestions below). 

In order to facilitate discussions the participants are requested to send a one page abstract of 
their presentation to the organizers no later than October 31st. 

 

INVITED PARTICIPANTS 

Leonie Cornips, Maastricht U & Meertens Institute 

Stef Grondelaers, Radboud U 

Ricardo Otheguy, City U of New York 

Jennifer Smith, U of Glasgow 

Dirk Speelman, KU Leuven 

Sali Tagliamonte, U of Toronto 

 

ORGANIZERS 
Tanya Karoli Christensen & Torben Juel Jensen, LANCHART, U of Copenhagen 

Sociosyntax 
The relation between social and linguistic factors  

in explaining syntactic variation and change 

Symposium at LANCHART, University of Copenhagen 

Nov 13-14 2014 
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PROGRAM 
Thursday, Nov 13 

9:00 Arrival, coffee/tea 

9:30 – 11:30 First session Interpreting linguistic vs social factors: Sali 
Discussant: Stef 

11:30 – 12:30 Lunch  

12:30 – 14:30 Second 
session 

Modelling linguistic and non-linguistic factors: Dirk 
Discussant: Sali 

14:30 – 15:00 Coffee break  

15:00 – 17:15 Third session (Lack) of semantic equivalence: Torben and Tanya 

Discussant: Ricardo 

18:00 Dinner Place to be announced 

 

Friday, Nov 14 

9:00 – 9.30 Discussion of publication plans 

9:30 – 11:30 Fourth session Variation and models of grammar: Ricardo 

Discussant: Leonie 

11:30 – 12:30 Lunch  

12:30 – 14:45 Fifth session Interpreting variation and grammaticality: Leonie and 
Jennifer 

Discussant: Dirk 

14:45 – 15:00 Coffee break  

15:00 – 16:45 Sixth session Production and perception: Stef 
Discussant: Jennifer 

16:45 – 17:15 Main points + future plans 

18:00 Dinner Les trois cochons, Værnedamsvej 10 

   

 

ISSUES FOR PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSION 

Linguistic and non-linguistic factors  
– which type of factor is more important with which type of variable 

(e.g. is it a general pattern that core syntactic variables are mainly linguistically determined, 
while discourse variables are both linguistically and socially determined? If so, what may 
explain this?) 

– how do we identify which factors determine the variation – and how do we assess the 
importance/weight/effect size of factors when we don’t know all the determining factors? 
Which role can/should random effects (i.e. the use of mixed models analyses) play in the 
statistical modelling of variation? 
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– can we focus on just social factors and exclude linguistic factors without compromising 
methodological standards?  

 
Lack of semantic equivalence between variants 
– how do we best operationalize equivalence when variants differ semantically?  
– to what extent does what may be described as syntactic variants overlap with traditional 

grammatical categories, and what are the consequences for variationist studies? 

The boundaries of grammar and variation  
– how do we best describe near-categorical distributions, and where do we draw the line 

between what counts as evidence for variation and what for categorical distribution? 
– what model of grammar will best explain the fact that variation exists? 
– are variable structures part of grammar as such, or is it a surface phenomenon, and how do 

we determine that? Conversely: what does variation tell us about grammar?  
(e.g. is there such a thing as ‘ungrammatical’ structures?) 

The relation between production and perception 
– what is the relation between production optimization and (crumbling) standard language 

ideologies and changing perceptions? 
– how can we integrate our production data (corpus and regression) with our perception data 

(speaker evaluation) in a cross-linguistic model of morpho-syntactic change? 

 

SUGGESTIONS FOR COMMON VARIABLES TO PRESENT AS CASE STUDIES 

– zero complementizers 
– general extenders 
– pronouns 
– auxiliaries 
– word order 
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VENUE 

The LANCHART Centre 
University of Copenhagen, Building 27, 5th floor 
136, Njalsgade 
DK-2300 Copenhagen 
 

 

 

More information on directions to the Faculty of Humanities: 

http://humanities.ku.dk/contact/howtofindus/ 

 

 

LANCHART 


